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‘Business as usual’ after American Steamship Co. fleet sale
American Steamship Company has
assured American Maritime Officers that
ASC’s pending acquisition by Rand Logistics Inc. will have no adverse effect on our
union’s jobs in this Great Lakes fleet or on
AMO Plans, the benefit funds that serve all
deep-sea, Great Lakes and inland waters
AMO members and their families.
“It will be business as usual for ASC
and for AMO,” a senior ASC executive told
me in an afternoon phone call February 10.
Rand Logistics Inc. credits the
“professionalism and dedication” of the
ASC fleet’s officers and crews as significant influences on the fleet’s profit-making operation and its sustained customer
confidence, this executive said. He added

that ASC is gearing up for early fitout,
with 11 of the company’s vessels operating to meet strong demand for industrial
raw materials.
The sale of American Steamship
Co. to Rand Logistics Inc. is subject to
approval by the Securities and Exchange
Commission and possibly by other regulatory agencies and federal court.
American Maritime Officers represents the engine and deck officers in
the American Steamship Co. fleet. The
Seafarers International Union represents
the unlicensed ASC personnel.
Paul Doell
National President

Tanker Maersk Misaki joins U.S.-flag fleet with USMMI
American Bureau of Shipping and
Maersk Tankers (Singapore) representatives gathered with the U.S.
Marine Management, Inc. re-flag
team as the tanker Maersk Misaki
was flagged into U.S. registry in
January. Members of American Maritime Officers working aboard the
Maersk Misaki during the re-flagging
included (starting second from left)
First Assistant Engineer Matthew
Kasperski, Chief Mate Philip Ientile,
Chief Engineer Raymond Halsted and
Captain Jerry Smith.

Chief Mate Philip Ientile and Captain
Jerry Smith raise the U.S. flag on the
stern of the Maersk Misaki in January.
The ship is operated in international
trade by USMMI and is manned in all
licensed positions by AMO.
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AMO-contracted ships serve in convoy
exercise for DEFENDER-Europe 2020
U.S. 2nd Fleet, on behalf of U.S. Naval
Forces Europe, and in conjunction with
Military Sealift Command (MSC), is conducting convoy operations across the Atlantic,
employing the guided-missile cruiser USS
Vella Gulf (CG 72) alongside USNS Benavidez
(operated by U.S. Marine Management, Inc.),
M/V Resolve and M/V Patriot (both operated
by TOTE Services, Inc. for American Roll-on
Roll-off Carrier), the U.S. Navy reported.

This cross-Atlantic convoy operation
is being conducted for the first time since
the end of the Cold War, using a carrier
strike group to pave the way for sealift
ships with a cruiser escort to bring the
Army ground equipment for the DEFENDER-Europe 20 exercise.
This convoy operation is allowing U.S.
2nd Fleet, Naval Forces Europe (NAVEUR)
and Military Sealift Command to work com-

mand and control (C2) on both sides of the
Atlantic to deliver gear by sea – replicating
the massive sealift efforts that took place
to support the European theater in World
War II, and what would have to happen
again if the U.S. were to support a major
conflict in Europe in the future.
“Defender-Europe 20 is the largest
deployment of U.S.-based forces in Europe
in more than 25 years, and it just seems like

U.S. Navy photo by Travis Weger

U.S. Army Europe Commanding General, Lt. Gen. Christopher Cavoli, and distinguished guests gather with Captain Morgan Dailey, master
of the M/V Endurance, which is operated for American Roll-on Roll-off Carrier by TOTE Services, Inc., as part of DEFENDER-Europe 20, an
exercise that provides the joint force the ability to practice the rapid and continuous integration of all domains of warfare — land, sea, air,
space and cyberspace.

AMO members attend, observe meetings of union’s
National Executive Board, AMO Plans Board of Trustees

Members of American Maritime
Officers who attended and observed
meetings of the AMO National Executive Board and the AMO Plans Board of
Trustees in February at AMO Headquarters in Dania Beach, Fla. included
Captain A.J. Weis, Captain Leonard
Cifelli and Captain Mylan Jarett.

it’s a natural place for [U.S. Transportation
Command], Military Sealift Command and
the U.S. Navy to use this exercise as a
venue to demonstrate our commitment to
being able to flow strategic forces from the
United States into theater to support military operations abroad,” said Capt. Andrew
Fitzpatrick, the commanding officer of USS
Vella Gulf.
Sealift remains the primary method for transporting military equipment,
supplies, and material around the world.
With the return to peer competition and
access to sea lanes no longer guaranteed,
it is important that the Navy and MSC train
together in order to ensure the successful
delivery and sustainment of combat power
necessary for the joint force to fight and
win anywhere around the globe.
“In a real world conflict, much of the
military equipment must still go by sealift,
which makes convoy operations a critical
skill set to maintain and practice,” said
Capt. Hans E. Lynch, commodore Military
Sealift Command Atlantic. “In the last five
years, there has been an increased emphasis on including Merchant Marine shipping
in large scale exercises to enhance tactical
proficiency. Exercises that incorporate
convoy operations are an extension of that
ongoing tactical training.”
This exercise will simulate an
opposed transit, testing the fleets’ abilities
to safely cross the Atlantic while testing
new ways of conducting a convoy in today’s
environment. Convoy operations were
critical during WWI and WWII as the primary
method for moving troops and military
equipment, supplies and materiel to Europe.
After WWII, convoys became less prevalent
in the Atlantic theater, although still practiced in other areas of operation.
“The Atlantic is a battlespace that
cannot be ignored,” said Vice Adm. Andrew
Lewis, commander U.S. 2nd Fleet. “We need
to be prepared to operate at the high end
alongside our allies, partners and adversaries alike as soon as we’re underway.”
During her operations in the Atlantic,
Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Dwight D.
Eisenhower (CVN 69), along with P-8s from
VP-4 and a U.S. submarine, cleared the
maritime battlespace prior to the transit of
the Vella Gulf escorted MSC convoy.
“The coordination between NAVEUR,
2nd Fleet, and 6th Fleet are indicative of a
seamless Atlantic Ocean,” said Adm. James
G. Foggo III, commander, NAVEUR. “This
exercise allows us to sharpen our ability to
move critical resources across the Atlantic,
from the United States to Europe.”
DEFENDER — Continued on Page 12
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Bill honoring U.S. Merchant Marine veterans
of World War II approved by Congress
The Merchant Mariners of World War II
Congressional Gold Medal Act has been
approved by both the House and Senate
and sent to the President to be signed
into law. In the House of Representatives,
the act was sponsored by Congressman
John Garamendi (D-CA). Senator Lisa
Murkowski (R-AK) sponsored matching
legislation in the Senate.
Representatives Don Young (R-AK)
and Susan W. Brooks (R-IN) joined the House
legislation as original cosponsors.
Under the legislation, a gold medal
will be struck to honor U.S. Merchant Marine
veterans of World War II. The medal will be
placed in the American Merchant Marine
Museum for display. Duplicate medals in
bronze would be available for purchase and
personal possession.
“Throughout the Second World War,
our Armed Forces relied on the Merchant
Marine to ferry supplies, cargo and personnel into both theaters of operation, and
they paid a heavy price in service to their
country,” said Congressman Garamendi.

U.S. Merchant Marine veterans of World War II, family members of veterans and volunteers
met with Congressman John Garamendi (D-CA) in 2018, including Sheila Sova, Robert
Weagant, Charles Mills, Laura Riddle and Eugene Barner.
“The Merchant Marine suffered the highest
per capita casualty rate in the U.S. Armed
Forces during World War II. An estimated
8,300 mariners lost their lives, and another
12,000 were wounded, to make sure our
servicemembers could keep fighting. Yet,
these mariners who put their lives on the
line were not even given veteran status
until 1988.
“I had the opportunity to meet with
three World War II merchant mariners in

my office. These mariners put their lives
on the line for this country, braving German
and Japanese submarines in their Liberty
Ships as they delivered critical supplies to
our servicemembers in the European and
Pacific theaters. Unfortunately, their sacrifice is commonly overlooked. Thank you to
Senator Murkowski (R-AK) for championing
this legislation in the Senate and for her
partnership,” Rep. Garamendi said.
“Merchant mariners are the unsung

heroes of World War II. During one of the
greatest conflicts the world has ever seen,
they served alongside many American military members as civilian volunteers, risking
their lives for the sake of our freedom.
Their selfless service, no doubt, supported
America in her ability to prevail,” said Senator Murkowski in a statement published on
March 5. “I thank my Senate colleagues for
supporting me in this effort, and I hope that
this legislation to honor the brave merchant
mariners, who risked their lives to keep
America’s Allied troops armed, fed, and
fortified, will swiftly be signed into law.”
“Each day, we meet children and
grandchildren of WWII U.S. merchant
mariners who tell us of their veteran and
how they survived two or three torpedo
attacks. Others tell stories of the Murmansk Run. They post photos of very young
men (some looking like boys) dressed in
merchant marine uniforms or news clippings of their grandfather who was lost at
sea. Each and every one of these photos
has a story to tell and it is up to us to tell
them,” said Sheila Sova, a daughter of a
WWII U.S. merchant mariner and volunteer with the American Merchant Marine
Veterans organization. “My Father, Orville
Lee Sova, left me with determination to
see this recognition through.”

AMO member contributes to preservation of S/S John W. Brown
An important element of the history of the
U.S. Merchant Marine’s indispensable role in
the Allied victory in World War II has been
sustained, due in large part to the tireless
efforts of American Maritime Officers member Captain Alaina Basciano.
The S/S John W. Brown, the 77-yearold Liberty Ship that served in the U.S.
sealift for Allied Forces during World War
II, had lost her home dock in Baltimore and
faced the possibility of being sent to the
scrapyard until Basciano started a public
campaign to raise awareness of the historical importance of the vessel.
Those efforts resulted in the 440foot gray hull finding a familiar new home

— in Baltimore at the shipyard in which the
ship was originally built.
“She’s my baby. I’m very excited
that things worked out and I think she can
still be really useful for mariners today,”
said Basciano, who began volunteering on
the S/S Brown when she was 10 years old
and recently embarked on her first trip as
master on the USNS Pathfinder.
The S/S Brown is one of four Liberty
Ships still in existence, and one of only
two that is still operational. While the
Brown does get underway three or four
times a year for themed cruises, it is primarily a floating museum and had been
given port space for virtually no charge.

But with space limited in the port of
Baltimore, the ship was required to move
by the end of 2019.
The Brown’s new home, the former
Bethlehem Steel Fairfield Shipyard, is
actually the ship’s original home. Hundreds
of Liberty Ships were built at the shipyard
for the World War II sealift. The Brown was
built in 1942.
Basciano said, along with historical
cruises, the S/S Brown could also serve as a
means for merchant mariners to earn time
on a steam plant, as well as other needed
experience for sealift activations.
The Brown recently helped serve
in a refresher course for U.S. Maritime

Administrator Rear Adm. Mark Buzby (U.S.
Navy retired), who piloted the vessel from
Baltimore to drydock in Norfolk, Va. in
January before the vessel was moved to
the shipyard berth.
“She’s a living, breathing and a very
important part of our history,” Buzby said.
“The S/S Brown reminds us of a time when
we had to band together to essentially save
the world and it really shows the importance of the merchant mariner in history.”
Basciano’s work to keep the vessel
viable for years to come is not done. The
S/S Brown is manned on a voluntary basis
Liberty Ship — Continued on Page 7

AMO aboard
the USNS
Pathfinder
Members of American Maritime
Officers working aboard the USNS
Pathfinder in February, here in Port
Everglades, Fla. included (in no
particular order) Third Mate Jonathan Drew, Chief Mate DeAnna Dennis,
Radio Electronics Officer Mike Stone,
Second A.E. Armando Bermudez, First
A.E. John Tronnier, Chief Engineer
Wendell Sprague, Second Mate
Jeffrey Harcq and Captain Alaina
Basciano (fourth from left). The USNS
Pathfinder is operated for Military
Sealift Command by Ocean Ships, Inc.
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AMO Medical Plan now offering direct deposit
for direct member reimbursement claims
The American Maritime Officers Medical Plan is now providing for direct member
reimbursement claim payments that are processed by the Plan office to be issued
via direct deposit.
Direct member reimbursement claims are those claims for which the AMO Medical
Plan participant is applying for reimbursement from the AMO Medical Plan, including
dental, optical, scholarship and disability claims.

A Method of Payment Authorization form for the Medical Plan will be required,
along with bank support. The form can be found in the Medical Plan Forms section of the
AMO Plans website (https://www.amoplans.com/MedicalBenefitsForms) or directly
at: https://www.amoplans.com/Forms/Medical/MedicalPaymentAuthorization.pdf.
If you have any questions regarding this new service, please contact the AMO
Plans Medical Department at 1-800-348-6515 Extension 12.

MSCI Advisory 2020-005: Coronavirus (COVID-19) Outbreak
Description: This revised advisory updates and cancels U.S. Maritime Advisory 2020-004.
1. References: (a) U.S. Maritime Alert 2020-002A (b) U.S. Coast Guard Maritime Safety
Information Bulletin (MSIB) 02-20
2. Issue: Reference (b) (available online within the 2020 drop down of this website:
https://go.usa.gov/xdKRE) updates and cancels MSIB 01-20.
3. Guidance: The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Warning Level
3 Travel Health Notice to avoid all nonessential travel to the People’s Republic of China (PRC)
(excluding Hong Kong and Macau) (see https://go.usa.gov/xdbSN) and the U.S. Department
of State Level 4 Travel Advisory for all of the PRC (excluding Hong Kong and Macau) stating
‘Do not travel to China’ (see https://go.usa.gov/xdbVd) remain in effect. The CDC Travel
Warning contains precautions to take to protect travelers and others if one must travel to
the PRC (excluding Hong Kong and Macau).
4. Vessel owners, operators, and local stakeholders are advised to review the maritime specific guidance contained in reference (b), which includes the following:
- Per 42 CFR 71.21, vessels destined for a U.S. port are required to report to the
CDC any sick or deceased crew/passengers during the 15 days prior to arrival at a U.S.
port. Guidance to vessels on reporting deaths and illnesses to the CDC can be found at:
https://go.usa.gov/xdjmj. U.S. flagged commercial vessels are also advised to report ill
crewmembers in accordance with the requirements of each foreign port called upon.
- Passenger vessels or any vessel carrying passengers that have been to the PRC (excluding Hong Kong and Macau) or embarked passengers who have been in the PRC (excluding
Hong Kong and Macau) within the last 14 days will be denied entry into the United States. If
all passengers exceed 14 days since being in the PRC (excluding Hong Kong and Macau) and
are symptom free, the vessel will be permitted to enter the United States to conduct normal
operations. These temporary measures are in place to safeguard the American public.
- Non-passenger commercial vessels that have been to the PRC (excluding Hong Kong
and Macau) or embarked crewmembers who have been in the PRC (excluding Hong Kong and
Macau) within the last 14 days, with no sick crewmembers, will be permitted to enter the
U.S. and conduct normal operations, with restrictions. Crewmembers on these vessels will

be required under COTP authority to remain aboard the vessel except to conduct specific
activities directly related to vessel cargo or provisioning operations.
- The Coast Guard considers it a hazardous condition under 33 CFR 160.216 if a
crewmember who was in the PRC (excluding Hong Kong and Macau) within the past 14 days
is brought onboard the vessel during transit. This requires immediate notification to the
nearest Coast Guard Captain of the Port.
- The Coast Guard will continue to review all ‘Notice of Arrivals’ in accordance with
current policies and process hazardous condition and 42 CFR 71.21 CDC reports as they are
received. The Coast Guard will communicate any concerns stemming from these reports to
their Coast Guard chain of command and the CDC quarantine station, who will coordinate
with local health authorities.
- Vessel masters shall inform Coast Guard boarding teams of any ill crewmembers on
board their vessel prior to the Coast Guard embarking.
- Local industry stakeholders, in partnership with their Coast Guard Captain of the
Port (COTP), should review and be familiar with section 5310 Procedures for Vessel Quarantine and Isolation, and Section 5320 — Procedures for Security Segregation of Vessels in
their Area Maritime Security Plan.
- Local industry stakeholders, in partnership with their COTP, should review and be
familiar with their Marine Transportation System Recovery Plan.
5. The 2019-nCoV outbreak is an evolving situation. This advisory will be updated
based on new developments that may impact mariners or maritime commerce.
6. Contact Information: Maritime industry questions about the guidance and requirements in this advisory should be communicated to the local U.S. Coast Guard COTP office or
to a vessel’s appropriate COTP for next port of call.
7. Cancellation of Prior Advisories: This message will automatically expire on August
6, 2020.
For more information about U.S. Maritime Alerts and Advisories, including subscription
details, please visit http://www.marad.dot.gov/MSCI.
Status: Active

U.S. Coast Guard Marine Safety Advisory: Potential for positive
drug test result from use of hemp-plant products
The following bulletin (Safety Advisory 01-20) was released February 10 by the U.S.
Coast Guard.
This Marine Safety Advisory is to ensure that mariners, marine employers, and
sponsoring organizations are aware that some products marketed as hemp or cannabidiol (CBD) may contain enough tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) to cause a positive drug
test. In accordance with 46 CFR 16.201(c), an individual who fails a chemical test for
dangerous drugs must be removed from duties directly affecting the safe operation
of the vessel, and is subject to suspension and revocation proceedings against his or
her credential under 46 CFR part 5. Use of hemp or CBD products is not accepted as an
affirmative defense (acceptable excuse) against a THC-positive drug test result. For
these reasons, mariners wishing to avoid a positive THC drug test result should exercise
extreme caution when considering the use of any hemp or CBD product because such
use could result in the loss of their merchant mariner credential and immediate removal
from safety sensitive duties aboard a vessel. This warning applies to hemp and CBD
products in any form, including those that are taken by mouth and those that are
applied to the skin.
THC is the primary psychoactive component of the Cannabis sativa plant. Hemp
and marijuana are different strains of the Cannabis sativa plant and both contain
varying concentrations of THC and CBD. THC is considered a dangerous drug because it
produces an intoxicating effect on the user and poses safety-risks to vessel operations.

www.amo-union.org

The U.S. Coast Guard prohibits THC use by mariners because of its known debilitating
effects, and all U.S. Coast Guard-required drug tests screen mariners for use of THC.
Recent changes to Federal and State laws have resulted in a surge in the availability of over-the-counter hemp products and CBD products throughout the United States.
Hemp products and CBD products are marketed to the general public in several forms,
such as food and medicinal products, dietary supplements, oils, cosmetics, and hair
products. In some cases, product manufacturers market these products as low in THC,
or THC-free. Mariners should be aware that over-the-counter hemp products and CBD
products have not been approved as medications by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and are not regulated by the FDA. Therefore, users lack federal assurances of
their ingredients, THC-content, quality, effectiveness, or safe use. As a result, mariners
using these products put themselves at risk of having a THC-positive drug test result.
It remains unacceptable for any U.S Coast Guard credentialed mariner or other
safety-sensitive worker working aboard a vessel that is subject to U.S Coast Guard drug
testing regulations to use THC. Claimed use of hemp products or CBD products is not an
acceptable defense for a THC- positive drug test result.
To learn more about the risks of hemp and CBD products, visit the FDA website at:
https://tinyurl.com/y3l8ygjy.
This Safety Advisory was developed by the U.S. Coast Guard Office of Investigations and Analysis. Questions or comments should be sent to: DAPI@uscg.mil.
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High Risk/Emergency Shiphandling for Masters Course
added to curriculum at STAR Center
STAR Center is pleased to announce a new five-day High Risk/Emergency Shiphandling for
Masters Course. The purpose of this course is to maneuver several types of vessels under
strong environmental conditions and in high risk situations. High situational awareness,
sound decision making, and shiphandling skills will be necessary in order to successfully
address changing operational issues. Upon completion of this course, the student will have
demonstrated high level skills and judgment in high risk and emergency shiphandling.
The student will have the opportunity to practice:
• Channel keeping
• Docking and undocking under strong environmental conditions and in high risk
scenarios
• Shiphandling using tug assistance under strong environmental conditions and in high
risk scenarios

• Shiphandling under failure mode conditions, technical, tugs and other conditions
• Obtain and maintain situational awareness during changing conditions and under
strong environmental conditions and in high risk scenarios
• Demonstrate dynamic decision making skills throughout the scenarios
Each participant will have multiple opportunities to serve as master/pilot during the
simulations. The first class is scheduled to start August 3, 2020. This course is open to
all AMO members and applicants that have sailed as Master and have previously taken the
course Advanced Shiphandling for Masters and Senior Deck Officers.
Any questions regarding this course should be directed to Head of the Deck Department Jeffrey Jones at 1-800-942-3220 Ext. 7721 or via e-mail: jjones@star-center.com.
Enrollment questions or applications should be directed to Student Services at 1-800942-3220 Ext. 201 or via e-mail: register@star-center.com.

AMO aboard
the USNS
GYSGT Fred
W. Stockham
Members of American Maritime Officers working aboard the USNS GYSGT
Fred W. Stockham in January, here
in Yeosu-si, Korea, included Third
Assistant Engineer Preston Geers,
Second Mate Steven Attardo, Third
A.E. DeMorris Duggins, Electronics Officer Rick Reidl, Captain Paul Ginnane,
Third Mate Jason Montoleone, First
A.E. Patrick Coyle, Chief Mate Joseph
Braun and Chief Engineer Shawn Ozolins. The USNS Stockham is operated
for Military Sealift Command by Crowley Liner Services.

STAR Center adds new eNavigation and
Watchkeeping Refresher Course
STAR Center is pleased to announce a new
three-day eNavigation and Watchkeeping
Refresher Course for masters and deck
officers. The purpose of this course is
to provide mariners a refresher in the
requirements and responsibilities of using
electronic navigation equipment and its
integration in the navigational watchkeeping functions on the bridge.
The course will review Radar, ARPA

and ECDIS skills and best practices through
practical exercises both in the classroom
and with multiple ownship scenarios in the
bridge simulators using plans created in
the classroom where each student will have
desktop simulation including ECDIS.
Given the nature of multi-ownship
and multi-team interactive exercises in
the bridge simulators, the course also
will provide the opportunity to review and

discuss watchkeeping and bridge resource
management principles and best practices.
The student will have the opportunity
to review and practice:
• ECDIS basic navigational functions
and parameter settings
• ECDIS route planning and monitoring skills
• Radar, ARPA and AIS skills
• Watchkeeping and BRM skills

Each participant will have multiple
opportunities to serve all roles during
the simulations. This course is open to
all AMO members and applicants who
have previously taken Radar, ARPA and
ECDIS courses.
The first class is scheduled to start
July 27 and will be regularly scheduled
thereafter.
Any questions regarding these courses should be directed to Deck Department
Head Jeff Jones at 1-800-942-3220 Ext.
7721 or via e-mail: jjones@star-center.com.
Enrollment questions or applications
should be directed to Student Services
at 1-800-942-3220 Ext. 201 or via e-mail:
register@star-center.com.

REAL ID requirement for U.S. air travel takes effect October 1, 2020;
valid TWIC card will be considered acceptable form of identification
The Transportation Security Administration has announced that, beginning October 1,
2020, every air traveler 18 years of age and older will need identification compliant with
REAL ID requirements to fly within the United States. A driver’s license issued by a state
that is not in compliance with REAL ID requirements will not be accepted after that date.
The Transportation Worker Identification Credential (TWIC) is listed by the TSA
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among the acceptable forms of identification.
A complete listing of acceptable forms of identification is available on the TSA
website at: https://www.tsa.gov/travel/security-screening/identification.
More information about REAL ID requirements is also available on the TSA website
at: https://www.tsa.gov/real-id.
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New study details importance of U.S.
maritime industry to national security
The Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments (CSBA) recently released a new
study detailing the benefits of the American
maritime industry to national security, titled
“Strengthening the U.S. Defense Maritime
Industrial Base.”
As a first-time review of the impact
of the U.S. domestic maritime industry to
national security, this historic report found
that the domestic fleet provides the largest
source of merchant mariners for U.S. surge
sealift operations, supports shipbuilders
that also construct government vessels,
ensures the maintenance of the U.S. waterways and shipping lanes, and helps reduce
the potential of foreign mariners illegally
entering the United States, the American
Maritime Partnership (AMP) reported in
late February. AMP is a coalition of which
American Maritime Officers Service is a
member and which American Maritime
Officers supports.
At a launch event of the new study,
U.S. Maritime Administrator Rear Adm.
Mark Buzby (U.S. Navy retired) addressed
the importance of sustaining a strong
and readied defense maritime industrial
base, stating: “Implementing a national
maritime strategy demands a national

level effort, and a national will to support
our shipbuilding and repair sector. It
begins with this kind of report from CSBA,
so I thank you again for your contribution
to the debate and to the security of our
great Nation. Together, we will continue
to educate our Nation on the importance
of maritime policy. It’s critical to our economic and national security in the face of
an increasingly contentious world.”
Key findings include:
• The Jones Act is an important element of America’s defense maritime industrial base (DMIB) and should be maintained.
As stated in the study, “the U.S. maritime
industry is essential to American prosperity
and security.”
• American mariners are crucial to
national security. CSBA drilled down on the
importance of domestic mariners in a contingency, saying: “The 3,830 mariners that
operate large, ocean-going ships in the domestic fleet constitute about 29 percent of
overall number MARAD estimates would be
needed to operate U.S. surge sealift during
wartime or another contingency.” That 29
percent is the largest single commercial
source of mariners, and was demonstrated

during Operation Desert Storm when “the
crews of 13 foreign ships refused to go into
a war zone and deliver their cargo. Not a
single American crew refused.”
• The Jones Act helps maintain
shipyards and ship repair yards, which are
crucial to national security. CSBA said: “The
U.S. shipbuilding and repair industry is a
major component of the defense maritime
industrial base,” and “without the Jones
Act’s requirements ... it is likely the U.S.
government would have few, if any, shipyards available to episodically recapitalize
its smaller vessels.”
• American vessels help maintain
U.S. waterways and keep America secure.
CSBA emphasized the role that American dredgers and salvage operators
play, highlighting the importance of not
having to depend “on foreign companies
to dredge its dozens of naval facilities,
potentially opening up opportunities for
sabotage or the depositing of underwater
surveillance equipment.”
• The Jones Act helps reduce illegal
entry into the United States. CSBA noted
that, “without the Jones Act’s requirements,
foreign companies could buy domestic
carriers that operate smaller vessels and

barges that ply U.S. rivers and intracoastal
waterways.”
• The Jones Act makes America more
secure amidst a growing threat from China
and in the Pacific. In addition to helping
serve commercial ports as well as strategically important military bases in the Pacific
in Hawaii, Guam, and Alaska, the “[Jones
Act] guards against the ability of China —
the world’s largest merchant marine and
global port management system — to take
over shipping to U.S. territories and gain
local influence during peacetime, only to
threaten or deny shipping to CONUS during
a crisis or conflict.”
• China is a “growing threat” to
American maritime superiority and national
security. CSBA highlighted the subsidized
nature of China’s shipbuilding industry and
that U.S. challenges in a conflict “would be
exacerbated during a confrontation with
China, whose government and corporations own the world’s largest commercial
shipping fleet.” CSBA added: “the Chinese
government has also slowly but systematically gained port access around the world
for commerce, logistics and naval operations” as part of its goal of “boost[ing] trade
and global influence by economic, political
and military means.”
Read the full study, “Strengthening
the U.S. Defense Maritime Industrial Base: A
Plan to Improve Maritime Industry’s Contribution to National Security,” by Bryan Clark,
Timothy A. Walton, and Adam Lemon online
at: https://tinyurl.com/s2fat82.

AMO aboard
tanker American
Liberty in Jones
Act trade
Members of American Maritime Officers working aboard the Jones Act
tanker American Liberty in December,
here in Garyville, La., included Captain
Michelle Jimenez, Third Mate Caroline
Curtis, Chief Mate Joseph Martinet,
Second Mate Daniel Hemmer, First Assistant Engineer Kevin Masaki, Chief
Engineer Brian Kelly and Third A.E.
Justin Schwartz. The American Liberty is operated by Intrepid Personnel
and Provisioning and is manned in all
licensed positions by AMO.

National leaders remark upon economic, defense roles of Jones Act
During a hearing on the U.S. Department of
Transportation’s budget request for fiscal
year 2021 before the House Appropriations
Subcommittee on the Departments of
Transportation, Housing an Urban Development, and Related Agencies on February
27, Congressman John Rutherford (R-FL)
and Secretary of Transportation Elaine
Chao, who was testifying as a witness, both
voiced their support for the Jones Act.
Separately, writing in American Military News in February, former Congressman
Ernest Istook commented on the imporwww.amo-union.org

tance of the Jones Act in maintaining an
American seagoing presence in the face of
subsidized foreign competition in shipbuilding and ocean transportation.
During the hearing Feb. 27, Rep.
Rutherford, addressing Secretary Chao,
said: “And if I could, I want to talk a little bit
about our maritime industry and the tremendous support that Florida has received
from your office. And recognize specifically
the Jones Act, the fact that $154 billion
in total economic output annually from
this program, $41 billion in labor income

for American workers every year (in the
state of Florida). And in addition to that,
the Jones Act ensures that our defense
capabilities are not — and readiness are not
being outsourced to foreign nations. And in
my district alone, a $2 billion annual impact
from our maritime industry. Because not
only do we have the vessel operators, the
marine terminals, the shipyards, all of the
workers that are engaged in moving the
cargo as well.
“My question is, do you see any — any
risk or sense that the Jones Act is in jeop-

ardy of being weakened or dismantled?”
Rep. Rutherford asked.
Secretary Chao responded: “Well,
from our point of view, the Jones Act is
a law, and we need to comply with it. So,
there may be disagreements from time to
time within the interagency work task force
on this, and I think you would know which
group, which departments would be at
odds. But from our point of it, we are strong
supporters of the Jones Act.”
Jones Act — Continued on Page 7
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NDIA Amazing Grace Defense Symposium focuses on
maintaining, improving U.S. defense sealift capabilities

American Maritime Officers Government Relations Representative Robert Silva (above, left) participated in a panel discussion with U.S. Maritime Administrator Rear Adm. Mark Buzby
(U.S. Navy retired) during the National Defense Industrial Association’s Amazing Grace Defense Symposium in February in Jacksonville, Fla. With the theme “Supporting the War Fighter,”
the symposium focused on maintaining and improving U.S. defense sealift capabilities. The event was organized in part by AMO member Patrick Potter (above, right), CEO of MAST Associates, a maritime systems and technology company. Potter is also an instructor at STAR Center in Dania Beach, Fla.
Merchant mariners are the lifeblood of strategic sealift, and without them, America’s
national defense strategy is in danger of
failing, said U.S. Maritime Administrator
Rear Adm. Mark Buzby (U.S. Navy retired)
during his keynote speech at the National
Defense Industrial Association’s Amazing
Grace Defense Symposium held in Jacksonville, Fla. on February 25.
Speaking on the theme “Supporting the War Fighter,” Buzby stressed
the importance of boosting the nation’s
commercial fleet in order to assist and
sustain the Armed Forces in times of war,
conflict and crisis.
“Our fleet is not very large and that
means our pool of mariners is not very
large. Those are the same mariners I need
to crew up my fleet when the military needs
to move cargo. That’s a major concern,” he
said. “Our biggest crisis is manning.”

U.S. Coast
Guard updates
frequently asked
questions on
Seafarers’ shore
access final rule
The following new entries are excerpted from
the U.S. Coast Guard’s Maritime Commons
blog, where an update to frequently asked
questions about the Seafarers’ Access
to Maritime Facilities Final Rule has been
posted. The complete blog post is available
at: https://tinyurl.com/t2wkat4.
Does the Seafarers’ Access to Maritime Facilities regulation apply to all
seafarers or just foreign seafarers on
foreign-flagged or SOLAS applicable
vessels?
Seafarers shore access rule (33 CFR
Shore Access — Continued on Page 12
AMERICAN MARITIME OFFICER

The NDIA’s two-day symposium
brought together high-ranking military
officials and government contractors to
discuss issues facing the U.S. Armed Forces
and to brainstorm new ideas and technologies. This year’s defense-in-maritime track
was organized and led by American Maritime Officers member Patrick Potter, CEO of
MAST Associates, a maritime systems and
technology company.
“It is an imperative that we maintain
a strong and effective merchant fleet capable of sustaining our national defense initiatives. Admiral Buzby is an advocate of a
robust U.S. merchant fleet and understands
the challenges that our merchant mariners
face,” said Potter, who is an instructor at
STAR Center. “With Admiral Buzby at the
helm of MARAD and organizations like the

Liberty Ship
Continued from Page 3
and more volunteers — particularly
experienced engineers — are needed
to maintain the aging vessel. Deck
officers are also needed and the Brown
also has a radio room in need of volunteer officers.

NDIA, our sealift power will remain the
anchor of our national defense.”
Among the other issues Buzby discussed were sealift in contested environments, recapitalizing the Ready Reserve
Force (RRF) and potentially expanding the
Maritime Security Program to include as
many as two times the 60 ships already
enrolled in the MSP.
The MSP is a public-private partnership that gives the government access to
60 militarily-useful ships in exchange for an
annual stipend for each ship. The government also receives access to key international intermodal routes and transportation
capabilities that it could not replicate,
Buzby said.
Discussions have already started in
Washington, D.C. as to whether to invest

If mariners on vacation could
spare even a few days, it would be a
valuable contribution toward preserving one of the last tangible pieces of
merchant mariner history, Basciano
believes.
“It’s an important link to our past
that deserves our attention,” she said.
“She’s more than a museum.”

limited budgets on attempting to maintain
and update the RRF, in which many of the
vessels are decades old, or if it would be
more advantageous to expand the MSP
to as many as 120 active privately-owned
vessels that could be called upon when the
need arises.
Buzby said MARAD has already begun
the process of searching for used vessels
to purchase that could augment the aging
RRF fleet.
“We are laser focused on this issue of
recapitalizing the RRF. Our great mariners
are out there maintaining those ships and
doing a heroic job of keeping them going,”
Buzby said. “It’s going to take national will
to revitalize our Merchant Marine up to the
level it needs to be to enable our Armed
Forces to deploy we need to deploy.”

Jones Act
Continued from Page 6
In his editorial in American Military News, former Congressman Istook
noted: “Of the current international fleet,
our Bureau of Transportation Statistics
reports that a mere 182 of over 41,000
ocean-going cargo ships are American
(0.4%). The vast majority are from China
or other highly-subsidized shipyards in
South Korea or Japan.
“Imagine if America’s domestic fleet
were reduced to similar ratios of foreign
control. Yet some American interests are
blatantly calling to end the Jones Act and
open our waters to foreign powers. These
promoters claim that we will save money
but they ignore the larger implications of
American security and jobs. During the
Trump years America has realized the
benefits of promoting our self-interest, as
reflected in our booming economy. Repeal
or gutting of the Jones Act would be a step
backwards.
“Repealing the Jones Act would
be surrendering to nations that want to
monopolize control of global trade. Those
interests already dominate one of the three
fleets that are vital to America. We should
not let them make it two out of three.”
www.amo-union.org
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AMO Safety and Education Plan — Simulation, Training, Assessment & Research Center
(954) 920-3222 / (800) 942-3220 — 2 West Dixie Highway, Dania Beach, FL 33004

General Courses
Combined Basic & Advanced Low Flash Point Fuel Operations (IGF Code/LNG
Fuel) Course

5 Days

27 April

Confined Space Entry

3 Days

21 October

Advanced Fire Fighting

5 Days

27 April

Advanced Fire Fighting Refresher

2 Days

6 July

6 July

5 October

24 August

26 October

Basic Safety Training — All 4 modules must be completed within 12 months: Personal Safety Techniques (Mon./Tues. — 1.5
days), Personal Safety & Social Responsibility (Tues pm — .5 days), Elementary First Aid (Wed. — 1 day), Fire Fighting & Fire 5 Days
Prevention (Thurs/Fri — 2 days) — not required if Combined Basic & Adv. Fire Fighting completed within 12 months.
Basic Safety Training — Refresher

3 Days

8 July

Chemical Safety — Advanced

5 Days

31 August

ECDIS

5 Days

20 April

Environmental Awareness (includes Oily Water Separator)

3 Days

27 April

Fast Rescue Boat

4 Days

6, 20 April

GMDSS — Requires after-hour homework

10 Days

13 July

LNG Tankerman PIC

8 Days

16 September

3 August

12 October

22 June

24 August

LNG Simulator Training — Enrollment priority in the LNG simulator course is given to qualified member candidates for
employment and/or observation opportunities with AMO contracted LNG companies. In all cases successful completion of
the LNG PNC classroom course is prerequisite.

5 Days

6 July

26 October

30 March

28 September

Proficiency in Survival Craft (Lifeboat)

4 Days

14 July

Safety Officer Course

2 Days

11 June

1 October

Tankerman PIC DL — Classroom

5 Days

1 June

20 July

Tankerman PIC DL — Simulator

10 Days

13 April

11 May

8 June

27 July

17 August

Tankerman PIC DL — Accelerated Program

10 Days

Please Call

Train the Trainer

5 Days

13 April

11 May

6 July

24 August

14 September

19 October

Vessel Personnel with Designated Security Duties — VPDSD

2 Days

Please Call

Vessel/Company Security Officer — Includes Anti-Piracy

3 Days

8 June

Proficiency in Survival Craft (Lifeboat) REFRESHER

1 Day

11 July

Electronic Navigation Refresher

3 Days

27 July

10 August

7 October

Basic Training & Advanced Fire Fighting Revalidation (Required by first
credential renewal AFTER 1 January 2017)

2 Days

23, 26 March

16 April

4, 7, 18 May

1, 15, 29 June

13, 27 July

10, 31 August

14, 17
September

Leadership & Management (required by ALL management level Deck and
Engine officers by 1 Jan 2017)

5 Days

23 March

18 May

6 July

17 August

Maritime Security Awareness

1/2 Day

Please Call

28 September

5, 19
October

Medical Courses
Heat Stress Afloat / Hearing Conservation Afloat

1 day

6 April

Elementary First Aid — Prerequisite for MCP within preceding 6 months

1 day

24 March

5 May

2 June

21 July

12, 18 August

22 Sept.

26 October

Medical Care Provider — Prerequisite for MPIC within preceding 6 months.
Please fax EFA certificate when registering

3 days

25 March

7 April

6 May

3 June

22 July

19 August

23 Sept.

Medical PIC — Please FAX MCP certificate when registering

5 days

30 March

11 May

8 June

27 July

24 August

28 Sept.

Urinalysis Collector Training

1 day

15 June

3, 31 August

5 October

Breath Alcohol Test (BAT) — Alco Sensors 3 and 4 only

1 day

17 June

5 August

2 September

7 October

Screening Test Technician — QEDs a.m./Alco Mate 7000 p.m.

1 day

16 June

4 August

1 September

6 October

Radar Recertification

1 day

30 July

13 August

6 October

Electronic Navigation Refresher

3 days

27 July

10 August

7 October

ARPA

4 days

Please Call

Radar Recertification & ARPA

5 days

Please Call

Original Radar Observer Unlimited

5 days

Please Call

Advanced Bridge Resource Management —
Meets STCW 2010 Leadership & Management gap closing requirements

5 days

26 October

Advanced Shiphandling for Masters/Senior Deck Officers — (No equivalency)
Must have sailed as Chief Mate Unlimited

5 days

13 April

4 May

31 August

Advanced Shiphandling for 3rd Mates — 60 days seatime equiv. for 3rd Mates

10 days

11 May

1 June (P.M.)

14 September 12 October

Tug Training - ASD Assist

5 days

27 April

Basic Meteorology

5 days

5 October

Basic Celestial — OICNW

10 days

Please Call

Dynamic Positioning — Induction (Basic)

5 days

11 May

20 July

Dynamic Positioning — Simulator (Advanced)

5 days

20 April

17 August

Dynamic Positioning — Revalidation

5 days

1 June

Navigational Watchkeeping Standardization & Assessment Program

5 days

13 April

18 May

7 September

12, 26 Oct.

TOAR (Towing Officer Assessment Record) — Third Mate (Unlimited or Great
Lakes) or 1600T Master License required AND OICNW required

5 days

30 March

21 September

High Risk and Emergency Shiphandling for Masters (must have completed
Advanced Shiphandling for Masters and sailed as master)

5 days

3 August

27 October

Radar Courses

Deck Courses

www.amo-union.org
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13, 27 July
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Deck Upgrade — STCW 2010 — Management Level (NVIC 10-14) — If sea service or training towards management level (Chief Mate/Master) upgrade started ON OR AFTER 24 March 2014 you
must adhere to this new program of training. Completion of both required and optional courses listed below will include all Task Assessments required by NVIC 10-14, providing ECDIS, GMDSS and ARPA have been previously completed.
Upgrade: Shiphandling at the Management Level

10 days

23 March

20 April

1, 15 June

20 July

3, 17 August

28 Sept.

Upgrade: Advanced Meteorology — Requires after-hours homework

5 days

13 April

11 May

1 June

6 July

3 August

12 October

Advanced Stability

5 Days

20 April

20 July

10 August

19 October

Search & Rescue

2 days

6 April

13, 16 July

26, 29 October

Management of Medical Care

1/2 day

8 April

15 July

28 October

Leadership & Management

5 Days

23 March

18 May

6 July

17 August

12 October

Advanced Cargo — Optional for task sign-off

5 Days

30 March

4 May

1 June

17 August

28 September

Marine Propulsion Plants — Optional for task sign-off

5 Days

8 June

31 August

Advanced Celestial — Optional for task sign-off

5 Days

27 April

22 June

3 August

14 September

Advanced Navigation — Optional for task sign-off

5 days

13 April

15 June

13 July

21 September

Basic Electricity

10 days

20 April

27 July

19 October

Diesel Crossover

4 weeks

19 October

Engine Room Resource Management (Simulator)

5 days

4 May

20 July

17, 24 August

Engineering Courses

Gas Turbine Endorsement

10 days

26 October

Marine High Voltage (Simulator)

5 days

11 May

17 August

Hydraulics / Pneumatics

5 days

30 March

28 September

Machine Shop

10 days

11 May

15, 19 June

Programmable Logic Controllers (PLCs)

5 days

4 May

10 August

Refrigeration (Operational Level)

5 days

16 March

31 August

Refrigeration (Management Level) Universal Refrigeration Recovery
certificate required. Please attach copy with registration.

5 days

23 March

21 September

Steam Endorsement

4 weeks

27 April

14 September

Controls and Instrumentation

10 days

20 April

28 September

Welding & Metallurgy Skills & Practices — Open to eligible Chief Mates and Masters on a space available
basis. Interested participants should apply online and will be confirmed 2 weeks prior to start date.

2 weeks

19 October
14 September

11 May

21
September

1 June

Engine Upgrade — STCW 2010 — Management Level (NVIC 15-14) — If sea service or training towards management level (1A/E-Chief Eng.) upgrade started ON OR AFTER 24 March 2014, you must
adhere to this new program of training. Completion of both required and optional courses listed below will include all Task Assessments required by NVIC 15-14. By completing the series, no expiration limitation will be
placed on your STCW credential. See STAR Center’s website for full details: https://www.star-center.com/stcw2010-engine.upgrade.html
Leadership & Managerial Skills (G500 as amended) — REQUIRED

5 days

23 March

18 May

6 July

17 August

12 October

ERM (E050 as amended) — REQUIRED (unless previously taken for gap
closing or original license)

5 days

4 May

20 July

24 August

26 October

Upgrade: Electrical, Electronics & Control Engineering (Management Level)
(E133 as amended) (UPGRADE with tasks) Required unless previously taken
for gap closing or original license

5 days

30 March

11 May

8 June

13 July

STCW Upgrade Task Assessment — General: This class is required by all
propulsion types (Motor, Gas and Steam) Licensed engineers — OPTIONAL:
Tasks can be signed off onboard

5 days

1 June

27 July

5 October

STCW Upgrade Task Assessment — Steam (E121 as amended) — OPTIONAL:
Tasks can be signed off onboard

5 days

10 August

STCW Upgrade Task Assessment — Gas Turbine (E122 as amended) — OPTIONAL: Tasks can be signed off onboard

3 days

3 August

Basic CBR Defense - Refresher required every 5 years

1 day

2 April

1, 7 May

24 July

24 September

Damage Control - Refresher required every 5 years

1 day

1, 30 April

6 May

23 July

23 September

Heat Stress Afloat / Hearing Conservation Afloat

1 day

6 April

Helicopter Fire Fighting - Refresher required every 5 years

1 day

31 March

5 May

22 July

22 September

1, 7 May

24 July

24 September

30 March

4 May

21 July

21 September

19 October

MSC Training Program

Marine Environmental Program (with CBRD) - Refresher required every 5 years

1/2 day

2 April

Marine Sanitation Devices / Water Sanitation Afloat

1/2 day

Please call

MSC Readiness Refresher — Must have completed full CBRD & DC once in career

2 days

MSC Watchstander — BASIC — Once in career, SST grads grandfathered

2 days

13 April

22 June

17 August

MSC Watchstander — ADVANCED — Required for all SRF members

1 day

20 March

3, 14, 24 April

15, 19 May

5, 12, 19, 23
June

10, 17, 31 July

MSC Ship Reaction Force — Required every three years for SRF members

3 days

15 April

20 May

24 June

19 August

6 October

4 days

6, 20 April

11 May

1, 8, 15, 29
June

6, 13, 27 July

3, 10, 24, 31
August

Small Arms — Initial & Sustainment (Refresher) Training — Open to

members & applicants eligible for employment through AMO (w/in 1 year) or
MSC on MARAD contracted vessels.

7, 14, 18, 28
August

4, 18
September

8, 14, 28
September

12, 19, 26
October

2, 5, 16, 23,
30 October

Self-Study, CDs and Online Courses
Anti-Terrorism Level 1

Online

DOT Hazardous Materials Transportation Training

Online

EPA Universal Refrigerant Certification Examination
Qualified Assessor
Vessel General Permit — EPA

Self Study
Online
On Campus in conjunction with other classes

NOTICE: AMO members planning to attend STAR Center in Dania Beach, Florida — either to prepare for license upgrading or to undergo specialty training—are asked to call the school to confirm course schedule and space
availability in advance.
NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY AS TO STUDENTS: The Simulation, Training, Assessment and Research Center (STAR), established under the auspices of the American Maritime Officers Safety and Education Plan,
admit students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin or sex to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the Center. It does not discriminate on the basis of
race, color, national or ethnic origin or sex in administration of its educational policies, admission policies and other programs administered by the Center.
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AMO member addresses a career in maritime as part of Aspen Institute High
Seas Initiative, represents North America on Nautical Institute council

American Maritime Officers
member Alexandra Hagerty
greets former Secretary
of State Madeleine Albright
during a meeting of the
Aspen Institute in December.
During her presentation, Secretary Albright discussed her
first trip on the steamship
America, wherein she started
her career as a diplomat and
politician.

Hagerty, who sails as chief officer aboard the USNS Bowditch, has spoken at Aspen High
School in Colorado about her sailing career, and addressed the pursuit of careers in the
maritime industry as part of the Aspen Institute’s High Seas Initiative. She is also a representative for North America on the Younger Members’ Council of the Nautical Institute. The
council is advising the Nautical Institute on improving communications and outreach with
their publication and event listings, including distribution of their magazine to AMO-contracted vessels.

MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Regular monthly membership meetings for American Maritime Officers
will be held during the week following the first Sunday of every month
beginning at 1 p.m. local time. Meetings will be held on Monday at AMO
National Headquarters (on Tuesday when Monday is a contract holiday).
The next meetings will take place on the following dates:

April 6, May 4, June 8

register@star-center.com H FAX: 954-920-3140
If possible, please use the secure online course application:
https://www.star-center.com/forms/reg.mbr.live.html
NAME:

DATE:

ADDRESS:
CITY:

STATE:

HOME PHONE: (

)

ZIP CODE:

CELL PHONE: (

Newport Group phone number, Web
address for managing individual
AMO Plans retirement accounts
If you have questions regarding your individual AMO Plans retirement accounts —
401(k), Defined Contribution, Money Purchase Benefit — you can contact the Newport Group by phone at 800-650-1065. If you need investment advice, a Newport
Group representative can transfer you to a Merrill Lynch advisor.
As before, there will continue to be no fee to consult with a professional
investment advisor. You can review your accounts and investment selections
online at https://www.newportgroup.com by clicking the “Log In” tab and
selecting “Participant Access” from the menu.

STAR Center “No Show” Policy for Registered and Confirmed Students: STAR Center
students who are enrolled and who have been confirmed are REQUIRED to notify STAR Center at least 48 hours prior to the start date of a course when a short notice change arises
such that they will no longer be able to attend by contacting Student Services by phone at
(800) 342-3220 Ext. 201, (954) 920-3222 Ext. 201, or by e-mail: register@star-center.com.
STAR Center values all our AMO Plans Participants’ time and efforts and understands issues
may arise that will impact schedules and travel. However, “No Show” students impact other
AMO Plans Participants who may be on a wait list and could fill the unused seat. We therefore
ask that our enrolled and confirmed students respect the needs of their fellow AMO students
and contact STAR Center as noted above so their seat may be filled. The circumstances of “No
Show” students will be reviewed as necessary. Those who are repeat “No Show” students may
have all future STAR Center enrollment applications wait-listed for the requested course(s)
until all other AMO participants are accommodated.

Desired Course(s)

Preferred / Alternate Start Date

/
/
/
/

)

E-MAIL ADDRESS:
MARINER REFERENCE NUMBER:
UNION CARD / APPLICANT NUMBER:

SSN (LAST 4 NUMBERS):

MOST RECENT VESSEL:

Lodging / Accompanying Guest Information

COMPANY:
CURRENTLY ASSIGNED TO A VESSEL UNDER MSC OPERATIONAL CONTROL (Y/N) ?
DATE ASSIGNED:

DATE DISCHARGED:

CURRENT LICENSE:

EXPIRATION DATE:

Check IN Date:

/

/

Check OUT Date:

(Day before class starts)

Spouse / Guest / Significant Other

/

/

(Day after class concludes)

Relationship

Age (if Minor Under 18)

Please call or e-mail to confirm your class at least two (2) weeks prior to course
start date. In the event of a Waiting List, your place will be released two (2)
weeks before the scheduled start date if we have not heard from you.

To confirm course registration, please call: (800) 942-3220 Ext. 201
For course attendance confirmation, please call: (800) 942-3220 Ext. 200
H YOU MUST BE FIT FOR DUTY TO ATTEND CLASSES H
STAR Center Use Only / Tracking Number:

Students must be “fit for duty” and guests must be capable of performing “activities of daily
living” without assistance. All Minors under 18 must be accompanied by an adult at all times
while at STAR Center. Include ages of all Minors under 18 on list above.
[ ] Check if baby crib required

Lodging Remarks / Requests:

STAR Center admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin or gender.
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AMO onboard as SLNC Magothy serves in Operation Deep Freeze 2020

Photos courtesy of Captain Eric Swanson

Members of American Maritime Officers working aboard the SLNC Magothy during Operation Deep Freeze 2020, here as the ship docked at McMurdo Station, Antarctica, included Third Mate
Chris Cudney, Chief Mate Louis Hartmann, Captain Eric Swanson, Chief Mate Kraig Wallace, First Assistant Engineer Matt Fuss, Third Assistant Engineer Jack Watkins and Chief Engineer
James Brown. The SLNC Magothy is operated under Military Sealift Command charter by Argent Marine Operations and is manned in all licensed positions by AMO.

DEFENDER
Continued from Page 2
“As I have said before, logistics is the sixth domain of warfare,
and a critical part of any successful
operation or exercise,” Foggo said.
“The transatlantic bridge is just as
important today for moving troops
and military equipment, supplies
and material from the United States
to Europe as it has been at any
point in history.”
2nd Fleet and 6th Fleet work
together to ensure the security of
sea-lanes of communication in the
Atlantic. If called upon, the Department
of Defense’s sealift transportation
fleet expects to move approximately
90 percent of required assets from
the U.S. to the theatre of conflict. The
safest and quickest way to get needed
materials to the front lines is via maritime convoy.
“We, as a Navy, are inherently
linked with the broader maritime
industry and this exercise provides
a great opportunity to train like we
fight,” said Capt. Fitzpatrick. “Practicing convoy operations flexes a
blue-water, high-end skill for the first
time in many years, enabling us all to
operate on, above, and below the sea
in a contested environment.”
C2F exercises operational authorities over assigned ships, aircraft,
and landing forces on the East Coast
and the Atlantic.

Shore Access
Continued from Page 7
105.237) applies to all seafarers, including U.S. mariners on domestic voyages,
who must be allowed access through
MTSA-regulated facilities for the purpose
of shore leave or crew changes, free
of charge to the seafarer. The facility
security plan (FSP) needs to address
access for mariners that are not already
included or covered under the plan such
as facility or company employees. Foreign seafarers’ that do not have proper
www.amo-union.org

U.S. Navy photo by Bill Mesta

Second Mate Edmun Scott on the bridge of the USNS Benavidez
as the ship sails in support of DEFENDER-Europe 20.

U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jordan Bair

The Bob Hope Class LMSR USNS Benavidez (T-AKR 306) sails in
support of DEFENDER-Europe 20 in February.

U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jordan Bair

Merchant mariners steer the USNS Benavidez during a convoy
with the USS Vella Gulf and M/V Resolve.

paperwork/credentials may be denied
access to shore leave by Customs and
Border Protection (CBP).
Do facilities or terminals, based on
their Facility Security Plan (FSP) or
Alternative Security Program (ASP)
that have already addressed access
or utilize Public Access Areas (33 CFR
105.106) need a separate “system” to
address seafarers’ shore access?
Security Plans need to address a
system for mariner access but if a plan
already has a no-cost means for mariner
access such as Public Access Areas (33

U.S. Navy photo by Bill Mesta

U.S. Army armored vehicles are loaded onto the M/V Resolve at
the Port of Beaumont, Texas, for DEFENDER-Europe 2020.

CFR 105.106), or the facility receives only
its own mariners or employees covered
by their plan, such as small passenger
vessel crews, a separate system need not
be re-documented in the plan and plan
amendments do not need to be re-submitted to the cognizant COTP.
A defined public access area
within a facility is open to all persons and
provides a public pathway through the
facility from public thoroughfares to the
vessel. U.S. mariners with or without a
TWIC may transit the facility through the
public access area without escort. This
process does not apply to cruise ship

terminals or any facility interfacing with
foreign flagged vessels.
As a reminder, important dates associated with the regulation:
• The facility owner and operator
has 14 months after publication of the
final rule to implement a system, which is
June 1, 2020;
• Seafarers’ Access to Maritime
Facilities regulation went into effect May
1, 2019;
• The system must be documented
in the Facility Security Plan (FSP) on or
before February 3, 2020.
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