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Memorial on AMO Plans campus
dedicated to crew of El Faro
On Saturday, September 29, family
members of the El Faro crew, AMO Plans
directors and staff, executives of the TOTE
family of companies and other ship operating companies, and American Maritime
Officers members, officials, families and
staff gathered to dedicate a memorial on
the AMO Plans campus in a solemn ceremony surrounding the physical monument
mourning the loss and honoring the lives of
the 33 crew members of El Faro.
“We all know that the officers, crew
and riding gang aboard El Faro fought heroically for each other — as friends and as
family — against nature at her strongest,”
said the AMO National President during
the dedication ceremony. “Our hope this
morning is that our El Faro families have
found measures of peace and comfort after
all this time.
“Like others before it, the memorial
we dedicate today will help sustain the
feelings, the sentiments we all know so
well,” he said.
“Everyone who passes through here
from this moment, for training or to participate in an industry conference, will pause
in this place to reflect,” he said. “They will
share stories about their seagoing experiences with personal friends lost off Crooked Island in the Bahamas. They will tell their
children what this memorial represents.
“And they will ask the difficult questions each of us has asked for three years,
questions for which there are no easy
answers.”
The memorial is located in the
butterfly garden adjacent to the Bracco
Building on the AMO Plans campus and is
accessible to AMO members and families, as
well as staff members, families and friends
of the union and AMO Plans.
El Faro — Continued on Page 4
Above right: Broward Sheriff Fire Rescue
Honor Guard Commander Charles Eckert
tolls the bell as the name of each member
of the El Faro crew is read during the dedication of the El Faro memorial conducted
by American Maritime Officers and AMO
Plans on the AMO Plans campus in Dania
Beach, Fla. September 29.
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Ballots for AMO election mailed prior to August 1;
instructions for requesting a duplicate ballot
Ballots for the 2018 American Maritime
Officers election were mailed to all AMO
members and applicants prior to the August
1 deadline set by the AMO National Constitution by True Ballot Inc., the independent
administrator for this secret ballot election.
As with all AMO national elections and referendums administered by True Ballot, the
union itself will not be mailing, handling or
processing any ballots in this election.
True Ballot mailed a ballot to each
AMO member and applicant at the address
he or she has on file with the union. AMO
provided True Ballot with a current mailing
list of members to be used for this purpose
during this election, as is done for each AMO
national election and referendum.
AMO headquarters personnel revised
this list as necessary to accommodate AMO
members and applicants who had asked
that their ballots be sent to their vessels or
to preferred alternate addresses ashore.
Once the mailing list went to True Ballot to
meet the mailing deadline, such revisions

could no longer be made.
AMO members and applicants requesting that their ballots go to addresses
other than those on file with the union from
this point through the 120-day voting period
must instead request duplicate ballots.
To request a duplicate ballot, AMO
members will need to contact Marie Doruth,
executive assistant to the AMO national
president, and provide a complete alternate
mailing address. Any request for a duplicate
ballot must be made in writing; submitted
by mail, e-mail or FAX; must be for a specific member or applicant; and must specify
the address to which the duplicate ballot
will need to be sent.
All requests should go to:
Marie Doruth
American Maritime Officers
601 South Federal Highway
Dania Beach, FL 33004
FAX: (954) 926-5112
mdoruth@amo-union.org

The union will provide alternate
addresses to True Ballot for the mailing
of duplicate ballots for American Maritime Officers members or applicants who
submit written requests.
As provided in the AMO National
Constitution: “A member shall be entitled
to write to the independent mailing and
balloting service, c/o National Headquarters, for a duplicate Ballot and receive
same by mail provided he states in his
letter that he has not received his ballot
or that his ballot has been lost or mutilated so that it can not be used. All duplicate ballots shall be marked either by
color or serial number to identify them as
such. Duplicate ballots shall be counted
unless the original and duplicate ballots
mailed to the member are both cast, in
which event neither shall be counted.
Each duplicate sent by the independent
mailing and balloting service shall be
recorded on a list maintained by the independent mailing and balloting service.”

Ballots were mailed to all AMO
members and applicants, regardless of
dues status.
However, for each member’s ballot
to be counted in the tally — which is
scheduled for December 3, 2018 — he
or she must be an AMO member in good
standing and his or her dues must be
paid in full through the end of the fourth
quarter of the calendar year no later than
November 30, 2018.
As provided in the AMO National
Constitution: “In order for the member’s
ballot to be counted, the member must be
in good standing for the quarter in which
the ballot cast is to be counted, with
such standing established not later than
November 30th of the election year.”
As provided in the AMO National
Constitution, a member in good standing is “a member whose dues are paid
through the current quarter and who is
not under suspension or sentence of expulsion as provided by this Constitution.”

Reminder to all AMO members and applicants: Dues,
fees due in full by November 30 for voter eligibility
Ballots for this year’s AMO election of
officers were mailed prior to August 1
by True Ballot Inc., the impartial election administrator. Each ballot package
includes instructions on how to complete
your ballot and return it to the designated
USPS ballot depository.
No AMO official, representative
or employee will distribute ballot kits

or receive completed ballots from AMO
members.
Under the voting eligibility guidelines in Article XI Section 3 of the AMO National Constitution, your ballot will count
only if you are an AMO member in good
standing through the quarter in which the
ballot is to be counted.
For you to be considered in good

AMO National Constitution
available on AMO website,
from AMO headquarters
The American Maritime Officers National Constitution was mailed to AMO deep-sea, Great
Lakes and inland waters members at their home addresses and to contracted vessels in the
March 2018 edition of American Maritime Officer. AMO members wishing to obtain additional
copies of the AMO National Constitution can acquire them from AMO headquarters upon
request. A digital copy of the AMO National Constitution is available on the AMO website at
http://www.amo-union.org/PDFs/Constitution.pdf.

standing, your membership dues must be
paid in full through the fourth quarter of
the year, with all dues payments made
no later than November 30, 2018. You can
confirm your dues status by contacting
AMO Member Services at 1-800-362-0513,
extension 1050, or by sending an e-mail to
MemberServices@amo-union.org.
Applicants for AMO membership can
become eligible to vote in this year’s
election by paying their initiation fees
in full, keeping current with dues and
providing at least two letters of recommendation for membership from current
AMO members in good standing by

November 30, 2018.
Individuals seeking AMO membership can complete and file a membership
application, which is available on the AMO
website at http://www.amo-union.org or
from AMO Member Services. These individuals must also satisfy the initiation
fee obligations, remain current with dues
payments and provide at least two letters
of recommendation from AMO members.
All current and potential applicants for AMO membership must
complete the steps outlined above by
November 30, 2018, if they want to vote
in this year’s election.

No publicity for candidates
So as not to give any candidate an undue advantage in the forthcoming election of AMO national officers, neither the names nor photographs of candidates, whether incumbent or not,
will be published in articles in the union’s newspaper, American Maritime Officer, or the union’s
online periodical, AMO Currents. In the case of news stories that involve an incumbent who is
a candidate, only the candidate’s title may be mentioned.
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Congressman John Garamendi named Champion of
Maritime for commitment to domestic maritime industry
The American Maritime Partnership (AMP),
a coalition of which American Maritime
Officers is a member and which American
Maritime Officers supports, recognized
U.S. Congressman John Garamendi (D-CA)
September 17 with the 2018 Champion of
Maritime Award. AMP confers its highest
award — the Champion of Maritime Award —
to a member of Congress for extraordinary
support and dedication to the American
maritime industry.
Through his years of work in Congress, Rep. Garamendi has shown unwavering and ardent support for domestic
maritime, which includes the men and
women who build, operate and crew the
tens of thousands of vessels that transport goods and people safely in the more
than 95,000 miles of U.S. coastline and
inland waterways.
The award was presented during a
ceremony in his home state of California at
California State University Maritime Academy on September 17, 2018.
Rep. Garamendi’s longstanding
support for U.S. maritime is demonstrated
through his work as ranking member of the
House Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation Subcommittee of the House Transportation Committee and recognition of the
critical function of the domestic maritime
industry for national security by providing
the necessary manning needs through the
ready availability of domestic mariners in a
national emergency.
In addition to his work to promote

Presenting the American Maritime Partnership 2018 Champion of Maritime Award to Congressman John Garamendi (D-CA) in September were Ed Washburn, John Parrott, Rich Berkowitz, Charles Costanzo, Caitlin Sause, Matt Woodruff, Peter Heilmann, Ku’u Park and
David Tubman.
the contribution that the American maritime industry makes to California by providing thousands of family-waged jobs and
adding more than $6.6 billion annually to
the state’s economy alone, Rep. Garamendi
recognizes the importance of this industry
to the nation’s economic, national, and
homeland security interests. Nationwide,
the domestic maritime industry accounts
for approximately 500,000 American
jobs and more than $100 billion in annual
economic impact.
“When we think about all the issues
at the forefront of American politics right
now — good-paying jobs, energy independence, national security, trade, and
rebuilding our manufacturing sector — the
American maritime industry is at the

forefront of all of them. Unfortunately, it’s
not on the minds of many of our leaders in
Washington. I’m proud of the work we’re doing together to change that. The successes
we’ve had for our domestic maritime
industry would not be possible without the
tireless efforts of the American Maritime
Partnership, and I couldn’t be more honored
to receive the Champion of Maritime Award.
I also want to thank the Propeller Club of
Northern California, the California State
University Maritime Academy, and my
Maritime Advisory Committee for bringing
the maritime community together today to
discuss the challenges and opportunities
before us. As a united maritime industry,
we will continue to rebuild this critical
sector to advance America’s national and

In respect and remembrance —
September 11, 2001

On behalf of the officers and crew, Chief Engineer Brian Kelly shared this photo of the tanker American Liberty flying a second stern Ensign on 11 September 2018. The American Liberty is operated for
American Petroleum Tankers by Intrepid Personnel and Provisioning and is manned in all licensed
positions by American Maritime Officers.
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economic security,” said Rep. Garamendi.
“It is hard to imagine a more tireless
supporter of our industry. When the American maritime industry faces a challenge
or an opportunity, we can be sure with
absolute certainty that Rep. Garamendi
will be a leader for the men and women
of American maritime,” said Matt Woodruff, Chairman of the American Maritime
Partnership. “At the top of our list, he is
a leading champion of the Jones Act, the
fundamental law of the American maritime
industry which is essential to the strength
of our domestic, homeland and national security. Due to Rep. Garamendi’s dedication
to our industry, we can think of no better
leader to bestow AMP’s highest honor — the
Champion of Maritime.”

Membership Assistance
Program available to aid
AMO members hit by
natural disaster
The American Maritime Officers Membership Assistance Program
(MAP) is a voluntary disaster relief fund established to aid AMO
members, applicants for membership in AMO, and AMO retirees who
suffer damage to their property as the result of severe storms and
natural disasters, such as Hurricanes Florence and Michael.
Benefits from the AMO Membership Assistance Program are
paid in varying amounts determined exclusively by need.
The application for relief benefits under the Membership Assistance Program is available on the AMO website
(www.amo-union.org/PDFs/mapapplication.pdf).
The Membership Assistance Program is a permanent,
independent, tax-exempt and voluntary disaster relief fund
established by the AMO National Executive Board. AMO made
an initial contribution to the fund at its inception, and the
fund is now sustained by individual voluntary tax-deductible
contributions.
AMO members can make tax-deductible voluntary
contributions to the American Maritime Officers Membership
Assistance Program via authorized vacation deductions
(www.amoplans.com/Forms/Vacation/mapdeduction.pdf).
Contributions can also be made by sending checks or money
orders to:
AMO Membership Assistance Program
601 S. Federal Highway
Dania Beach, FL 33004-4109
www.amo-union.org
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El Faro

Continued from Page 1
Serving in the dedication ceremony
were the South Broward High School ROTC,
STAR Center Director of Member Training
Gerard Pannell, SIU Assistant Vice President
Archie Ware, Broward Sheriff Fire Rescue
Honor Guard Commander Charles Eckert,
and Father Sears, chaplain, Seafarers’
House at Port Everglades.

“Today we dedicate a piece of art
that will remind us all forever of the El
Faro’s last crew, “ said the AMO National
Vice President, Inland Waters, during the
dedication ceremony.
“In some ways, October 1, 2015 seems
like a long time ago, but in a lot of ways,
it seems like yesterday — a day when the
clouds never hung so low,” he said.
“The loss of the El Faro was a shock
wave felt everywhere, and not just in the
maritime industry,” he said.

October 2018

“Every sailor knows the sharp pain of
going to the ship and leaving home, family,
loved ones, and maybe even the dog behind.
We all know the familiar routine of a drop
off at the airport or dockside, and a quick
hug and kiss and ‘see you in 75 or 120,’ or
however long we expect to be on the ship,”
he said. “The sailor’s happiest day was
always when he or she headed down the
gangway for the last time for a little while
to head home for a well deserved vacation.
“The El Faro broke that model for

us, most of all for the El Faro sailors and
their families, who honor us with their
presence today.
“The men and women of the AMO,
and the whole maritime industry have a
special place in their hearts and minds for
our brothers and sisters lost on the ship,”
he said.
“This memorial honors the men and
women who sailed that ship on her last
journey. AMO and AMO Plans honor and
remember them.”

Memorial service honoring
crew of El Faro held
October 1 in Jacksonville

The tanker USNS Lawrence H. Gianella on October 1 sails past the memorial for the
crew of El Faro on the site established in Jacksonville, Fla. by the TOTE family of
companies.
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El Faro family members, officials of American Maritime Officers and the Seafarers
International Union, and executives of TOTE gathered on Monday, October 1 for a
ceremony honoring the crew of El Faro at the memorial site for the crew established in Jacksonville, Fla. by the TOTE family of companies.
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Congressman Jack Bergman named 2018
Great Lakes Legislator of the Year
Michigan Congressman Jack Bergman (R)
has been named 2018 Great Lakes Legislator of the Year by the largest labor/management coalition representing shipping
on America’s Fourth Sea Coast. The award
is presented annually by the Great Lakes
Maritime Task Force (GLMTF), of which
American Maritime Officers is a member,
to a legislator who has helped advance
waterborne commerce on the Great Lakes
and St. Lawrence Seaway and was presented on September 18 at Great Lakes Maritime
Academy in Traverse City, Mich.
“Although this is just his first term,
Rep. Bergman has quickly become recognized as a leader on Great Lakes and
Seaway issues,” said GLMTF President Jim
Weakley. “This reflects that his district
fronts on three of the five Great Lakes:
Superior, Michigan and Huron.”
Weakley, who is also president of
the Lake Carriers’ Association, said GLTMF
is especially grateful that Rep. Bergman
spoke directly to President Trump about the
need for a second Poe-sized lock at Sault
Ste. Marie, Mich. “Within hours of Congressman Bergman talking to the President, our
nation’s leader publicly declared his support
for fixing the Soo Locks. That support,
coupled with the new benefit/cost ratio of
2.42, puts the project in the best spot it’s
been in years.”
Congressman Bergman’s commitment
to adequate U.S. Coast Guard icebreaking
resources is another reason for his selection. “The locks at Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan,
open on March 25 and close on January 15,”
said GLMTF 1st Vice President John Baker,
president emeritus of the International
Longshoremen Association’s Great Lakes
District Council. “But if heavy ice covers
the Lakes, the resumption of the iron ore
trade and overseas exports of grain from
the Lakes largest grain-shipping ports will
be delayed. Rep. Bergman is fully supportive
of building another heavy icebreaker to help
the Mackinaw and other icebreakers keep
commerce moving under even the most
trying conditions.”

Congratulating Congressman Jack Bergman (R-MI) on his receipt of the Great Lakes Legislator of the Year Award in September were
retired AMO member and Instructor at the Great Lakes Maritime Academy John Biolchini, retired AMO member and Chief Engineer on the
T.S. State of Michigan Marty Hughes, AMO member Captain Mike Stuart, AMO member Mate/First Class Pilot Morgan Miller, and retired AMO
member and Port Engineer with Key Lakes Aaron Pitrago.
GLMTF 2nd Vice President Richard
Hammer, assistant general manager of
Donjon Shipbuilding and Repair, saluted Rep.
Bergman’s dedication to adequate dredging
of Great Lakes ports and waterways. “U.S.flag lakers are the most efficient self-unloaders in the world, but they lose as much
as 270 tons of cargo for each inch of draft
they forfeit when ports and waterways are
not adequately dredged. The problem was
particularly acute in 2013, and while water
levels are currently high, they will go down
again. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
needs to dredge more than 13 million cubic
yards of sediment from the Great Lakes
Navigation System before full loads will
become the norm.”
The 3rd Vice President of GLMTF, who
serves as American Maritime Officers National Vice President, Great Lakes, stressed

Congressman Bergman’s support for a
strong U.S.-flag merchant marine played
another role in his selection. “Rep. Bergman
knows that vessels crewed with Americans,
built by Americans, and owned by Americans keep America safe and serve the
economy well. These are the tenets of the
Jones Act and, as that law nears its 100th
birthday, America’s domestic merchant
marine has never been stronger.”
With his selection as Great Lakes
Legislator of the Year, Rep. Bergman
becomes the tenth Michigan legislator to receive the award since its inception in 1998.
Previous recipients are Senators Debbie
Stabenow, Carl Levin and Spencer Abraham,
and Representatives Bill Huizenga, Candice
Miller, Dave Camp, Vernon Ehlers, Bart
Stupak, and Dave Bonior.
Founded in 1992, Great Lakes

Maritime Task Force promotes domestic
and international shipping on the Great
Lakes. With 78 members, it is the largest
U.S. coalition to ever speak for the Great
Lakes shipping community and draws its
membership from both labor and management representing U.S.-flag vessel
operators, shipboard and longshore unions,
port authorities, cargo shippers, terminal
operators, shipyards and other Great Lakes
interests. Its goals include ensuring Lakes
dredging is adequately funded, construction of a second Poe-sized lock at Sault
Ste. Marie, Mich., bolstering the Coast
Guard’s icebreaking resources; protecting
the Jones Act and other U.S. maritime
cabotage laws and regulations; opposing
exports and/or increased diversions of
Great Lakes water; and expanding short
sea shipping on the Lakes.

U.S. Coast Guard: Credentials lost due to Hurricane Florence
The following article was released by the U.S. Coast Guard’s National Maritime Center and is
available online at https://tinyurl.com/y8ohxlfm.
In accordance with Federal Regulations, duplicate Merchant Mariner Credentials (MMCs) may be issued free of charge to mariners whose credentials were lost or
destroyed as a result of Hurricane Florence or subsequent flooding. Mariners should
follow the steps below to obtain an expedited replacement credential:
Provide a statement of loss to the National Maritime Center (NMC) either by fax to
(304) 433-3412 or via e-mail to IASKNMC@uscg.mil. The statement should contain the
following information:
•Mariner’s full name
•Mariner’s date of birth
•Mariner’s reference number or social security number
•Current mailing address
•Current phone number and/or e-mail address, and

AMERICAN MARITIME OFFICER		

•A brief description of the circumstances surrounding the loss/destruction of the
credential.
Unless otherwise requested, any duplicate MMCs issued per the request
process above will include a corresponding Medical Certificate. We will make every
effort to have duplicate credentials mailed out the next business day. Alternatively,
mariners may submit a CG-719B, Application for MMC, to one of the Regional Examination Centers with the information above. If your credential is unserviceable due
to damage or your lost credential is subsequently found, that credential should be
mailed to Commanding Officer, United States Coast Guard, National Maritime Center,
100 Forbes Drive, Martinsburg, WV 25427.
If you have any questions or concerns, visit the NMC website (https://www.
dco.uscg.mil/national_maritime_center/), or contact the NMC Customer Service
Center by e-mail (IASKNMC@uscg.mil), by using the NMC online chat system (https://
tinyurl.com/yb9b8t6l), or by calling 1-888-IASKNMC (427-5662).
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New report reveals 91 countries representing
80 percent of the world's coastal UN Maritime
States have maritime cabotage laws
The International Transport Workers'
Federation (ITF), with which American Maritime Officers is affiliated, in September
welcomed the release of the new Seafarers' Rights International report — Cabotage
Laws of the World — a ground-breaking
analysis of maritime cabotage laws
around the world.
The study, commissioned by the ITF,
provides the first independent analysis of
maritime cabotage laws since 1992. Based
on legislation and advice received from 140
countries, the SRI report reveals that 91
countries representing 80 percent of the
world's coastal UN Maritime States have
cabotage laws restricting foreign maritime
activity in their domestic coastal trades.
The ITF and its affiliates have been
campaigning globally to underline the importance of national cabotage laws and the
value of having domestic jobs in national
waters, as well as domestic employment
conditions for foreign seafarers in cases
where national seafarers are not available.
ITF Seafarers' Section Chair David
Heindel said: "The lack of accurate facts
on cabotage laws around the world has
been an impediment for policymakers
considering implementing cabotage laws.
This report represents a circuit breaker,
providing policymakers with the relevant
facts for proper decision-making.
"The SRI report debunks the myth
that cabotage is an exception, not the rule.
Laws governing maritime activity are widespread, currently existing in 91 countries

covering 80 percent of the world's coastlines of UN Maritime States.
"We know there are a number
of countries considering introducing,
strengthening or diminishing cabotage
regulation. This report will assure those
governments that it makes sense to enforce national cabotage laws."
According to the report, cabotage
laws are commonplace and geared towards
protecting local shipping industries,
ensuring the retention of skilled maritime
workers and preservation of maritime

AMO aboard tanker Magnolia
State in Jones Act trade

knowledge and technology, promoting safety and bolstering national security.
James Given, chair of the ITF
Cabotage Task Force, said: "The benefits
of cabotage laws are self-evident. For
countries that depend on the sea for their
trade, cabotage safeguards their own
strategic interests as maritime nations,
bringing added economic value whilst
also protecting national security and the
environment.
"Cabotage provides jobs for a country's seafarers and also safeguards foreign
seafarers against exploitation posed by the
liberalization in the global shipping industry,
preventing a race to the bottom.
"Without strong cabotage rules,
local workers often have to compete with
cheap, exploited foreign labor on flag of
convenience vessels, the owners of which
usually pay sub-standard wages and flout
safety laws."
The ITF remains committed to be
the leading voice in the worldwide effort to
secure strong, enforceable cabotage laws
that ensure workers have a voice, decent
work, and that protect the environment and
nations' economic and national security.
Cabotage Laws of the World key

findings include:
•Cabotage is "widespread," with cabotage laws existing in 91 countries representing 80 percent of the world's coastlines
of UN Maritime States.
•Cabotage exists across all political,
economic and legal systems.
•Cabotage policy objectives are
diverse, designed to maintain national
security, promote fair competition, develop
human capacity, create jobs, promote the
shipping industry, promote safety and
security of ships in port, enhance marine
environmental protection and/or preserve
maritime knowledge and technology.
•Cabotage laws are diverse with a
range of approaches taken by different
countries regarding virtually every aspect
of cabotage, with great diversity in the
interpretation, administration and enforcement of cabotage.
•Cabotage laws have endured for
centuries, but continue to evolve.
•Cabotage is not subject to a single
definition accepted as binding on all states
under international law. Regional and national definitions of cabotage vary widely.
A full copy of the report is available
online at https://tinyurl.com/y95v4bye.

Members of American Maritime Officers working aboard the Jones Act tanker
Magnolia State in September, here in Beaumont, Texas, included Second Mate
Miranda Baker, Chief Mate Shawn Clark, Third Mate Christopher Whitenack and
Captain Mark Menton. The ship is operated for APT by Intrepid Personnel and
Provisioning and is manned in all licensed positions by AMO.
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Ready Reserve Force vessels stand ready
The following article by Maritime Administrator Mark Buzby was published by Maritime
Logistics Professional and is available
online: https://tinyurl.com/yct9e96c. It is
republished here with permission.
Merchant mariner numbers may be
at a low in the U.S., but the men and women
of the Ready Reserve Force (RRF) have increased their operating days by 245 percent
from Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 to FY 2017.
This year’s missions have included
some of the largest ammunition movements
since the Vietnam War – which the RRF
crane ships are exceptionally cut out for;
unit resupply to various theaters around
the world, and movement of rotating forces
including supporting the Canadian military.
The Aviation Maintenance Ship S/S Wright
even received flight deck certification for
the MV-22 Osprey aircraft – further increasing its capability and capacity to support
the Department of Defense.
To sum up – in fiscal Year 2017 there
were about 345 operating days (days away
from layberth) for RRF vessels on cargo
missions, exercises, and FEMA mission assignments. In 2016 there were around 100
operating days for RRF vessels on missions
and exercises. 2018 is on track to match, if
not surpass, 2017.
From 2002 to June of 2008, 118 ship
activations were called for in support of
Operations ENDURING FREEDOM and IRAQI
FREEDOM. In that period, there were 13,575

ship operating days with a reliability rate
of 99 percent. Almost 25 percent of the
initial equipment needed to support the U.S.
Armed Forces operations in Iraq was moved
by the RRF. By comparison, Military Sealift
Command’s combined sealift fleet of Large,
Medium-Speed Roll-on/Roll-off (RO/RO) and
Fast Sealift Ships carried 29 percent of the
cargo required for the invasion.
The RRF provides significant cost
savings to the Department of Defense
by maintaining shipping capacity in a
reduced operating status until needed.
These vessels also provide maximum
flexibility to an already thinly-stretched
Navy. In 2014, the RRF vessel Cape Ray
was converted into a floating Incinerator for the safe destruction of the most
dangerous chemical warfare materials
in Syria’s declared chemical weapons
arsenal. The historic mission supported
the Defense Threat Reduction Agency
(DTRA) in neutralizing almost 600 tons
of declared chemical weapons, and that
same vessel is still active today, carrying military cargo and supporting a U.S.
Army Logistics-Over-the-Shore (LOTS)
exercise overseas.
In the same year as Cape Ray’s DTRA
mission, the Cape Rise and Cape Wrath
were deployed to support the global effort
to end the Ebola virus disease outbreak in
West Africa.
The RRF program was initiated in

AMO audited financial
statements, LM-2 form
for fiscal year ended
March 31, 2018
available online
The audited financial statements of American Maritime Officers for the fiscal years
ended March 31, 2018 and 2017 are available for AMO membership review in the secure section of the AMO website (http://www.amo-union.org).
The audited financial statements include a side-by-side comparison of the union’s
operating income and expenses for each of the last two fiscal years. AMO’s fiscal year begins
on April 1 and ends on March 31.
Also available for AMO membership review in the secure section of the AMO website
is the American Maritime Officers LM-2 report for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2018. AMO
files the LM-2 financial disclosure report each year with the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL),
and the public document is also available through the DOL.
The financial statements differ from the LM-2 financial disclosure report in the way
data is reported. The financial statements report AMO’s revenue earned and expenses incurred during the fiscal year, regardless of when revenue is received or when expenses are
paid. The LM-2 reports the amount of cash collected and cash disbursed for the fiscal year.
The secure section of the AMO website is accessible to active AMO members and
applicants. AMO members will need to click on the “AMO Member Log In” tab on the AMO home
page and log into the secure section of the AMO website with their user ID and password for
the AMO Dispatching website.
Once logged in, AMO members can click on the link at the top of the page, “View AMO
Financial Reports,” to access the documents. Links are available on the log-in page for AMO
members who need to register for an online account with AMO Dispatching, and for retrieving
a lost or forgotten password.
AMERICAN MARITIME OFFICER		

1976 as a subset of the Maritime Administration’s (MARAD) National Defense Reserve
Fleet (NDRF) to support the rapid worldwide
deployment of U.S. military forces.
The NDRF consists primarily of RO/
RO vessels with some tankers and military
auxiliaries set aside for national defense
and national emergencies. Of the nearly 100
vessels in the NDRF, 46 ships are assigned
to the RRF and kept in an increased readiness state with a small crew to be activated
in short order.
Generally, RRF ships must be ready
to load military cargo for transport to areas
of operation within five days of activation.
Operated under contract by commercial
U.S. ship managers, these vessels form
three-quarters of the Government’s surge

sealift capacity, and are crewed by volunteer, contract, U.S. mariners.
The majority of the RRF ships are
RO/RO vessels that are uniquely built
for the movement of vehicles, tanks and
rolling stock. The RRF also boasts six auxiliary craneships, and two aviation repair
vessels. These ocean-going ships provide
the initial surge of military capability that
rapidly delivers military equipment and
supplies during major contingencies.
In addition, MARAD also manages
NDRF vessels used to train merchant
mariners and respond to natural disasters. These Training Ships (TS) are located
at each of the six state maritime schools
and one at the United States Merchant
Marine Academy. Most recently, RRF and
NDRF ships were activated to support relief activities following Hurricanes Harvey,
Irma and Maria. During these deployments
MARAD vessels delivered supplies, and
provided citizens and first responders
with housing, meals, logistical support,
and relief supplies.
While our crews work hard to keep
the RRF fleet ready, that task is becoming
increasingly challenging and costly for
ships with an average age of 43 years –
well past the prime for most commercial
vessels. MARAD is working closely with the
Navy, U.S. Transportation Command, and
Congress to recapitalize and replace these
critical assets to our national defense.

Ready Reserve Force ship Wright
serves in Trident Juncture 2018

The Ready Reserve Force ship S/S Wright was activated on September 10 and
deployed to Norway for Trident Juncture, joining 78 other vessels for a joint
exercise with various military forces, including NATO. The Wright stopped in
North Carolina to load to 100 percent capacity and had 325 Marines onboard.
The officers and crew are to be commended for their successful responses to
the call of duty, both during the Hurricane Irma relief activation to St. Thomas
last year and for their service with the U.S. Marine Corps in Norway for this
important mission.
— Chief Engineer Don Malozi, S/S Wright
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AMO Safety and Education Plan — Simulation, Training, Assessment & Research Center
(954) 920-3222 / (800) 942-3220 — 2 West Dixie Highway, Dania Beach, FL 33004

General Courses
Combined Basic & Advanced Low Flash Point Fuel Operations (IGF Code/LNG
Fuel) Course

5 Days

12 November

11 February

22 April

Confined Space Entry

3 Days

31 October

5 December

28 January

Advanced Fire Fighting

5 Days

5 November

25 February

29 April

Basic Safety Training — All 4 modules must be completed within 12 months: Personal Safety Techniques
(Mon/Tues — 1.5 days), P ersonal Safety & Social Responsibility (Tues pm — .5 days), Elementary First Aid 5 Days
(Wed — 1 day), Fire Fighting & Fire Prevention (Thurs/Fri — 2 days) — not required if Combined Basic &
Adv. Fire Fighting completed within 12 months.
Basic Safety Training — Refresher

3 Days

17 October

Chemical Safety — Advanced

5 Days

25 February

ECDIS

5 Days

15 October

10 December

Environmental Awareness (includes Oily Water Separator)

3 Days

10 December

1 April

Fast Rescue Boat

4 Days

22 October

26 November

GMDSS — Requires after-hour homework

10 Days

21 January

25 February

LNG Tankerman PIC

8 Days

27 March

LNG Simulator Training — Enrollment priority in the LNG simulator course is given to qualified member
candidates for employment and/or observation opportunities with AMO contracted LNG companies. In
all cases successful completion of the LNG PNC classroom course is prerequisite.

15 October

27 March

11 February

13 February

5 Days

22 April
15 January

4 March

23 April

8 April

Proficiency in Survival Craft (Lifeboat)

4 Days

5 November

18 December

8 April

Safety Officer Course

2 Days

31 January

28 February

Tankerman PIC DL — Classroom

5 Days

29 October

7 January

29 April

Tankerman PIC DL — Simulator

10 Days

26 November

21 January

4 March

13 May

Tankerman PIC DL — Accelerated Program

10 Days

Please Call

Train the Trainer

5 Days

22 October

26 November

14 January

29 April

Vessel Personnel with Designated Security Duties — VPDSD

2 Days

7 February

Vessel/Company Security Officer — Includes Anti-Piracy

3 Days

25 February

Crowd Management

1 Day

Please Call

Crisis Management & Human Behavior

1 Day

Please Call

Basic Training & Advanced Fire Fighting Revalidation (Required by first
credential renewal AFTER 1 Jan 2017)

2 Days

29 October

15 November

3 December

10, 31 January

4, 18 February

11, 25 March

15 April

9, 20 May

EFA (Scheduled with Basic Training Revalidation BUT NOT REQUIRED FOR
STCW 2010)

1 Day

31 October

14 November

5 December

9, 30 January

6, 20 February 13, 27 March

17 April

8, 22 May

Leadership & Management (required by ALL management level Deck and
Engine officers by 1 Jan 2017)

5 Days

5 November

Maritime Security Awareness

1/2 Day

Please Call

17, 18 April

8, 22 May

Medical Courses
Heat Stress Afloat / Hearing Conservation Afloat

1 day

26 November

18 March

Elementary First Aid — Prerequisite for MCP within preceding 6 months

1 day

30 October

27 November

15 January

19 March

Medical Care Provider — Prerequisite for MPIC within preceding 6 months.
Please fax EFA certificate when registering

3 days

31 October

28 November

16 January

20 March

Medical PIC — Please fax MCP certificate when registering

5 days

5 November

3 December

21 January

25 March

Urinalysis Collector Training

1 day

13 November

10 December

28 January

1 April

Breath Alcohol Test (BAT) — Alco Sensors 3 and 4 only

1 day

15 November

12 December

30 January

3 April

Screening Test Technician — QEDs a.m./Alco Mate 7000 p.m.

1 day

14 November

11 December

29 January

2 April

Radar Recertification

1 day

31 October

1, 13, 14
November

29, 30, 31
5, 6 December 9,
January

ARPA

4 days

19 February

Radar Recertification & ARPA

5 days

18 February

Original Radar Observer Unlimited

5 days

11 February

Advanced Bridge Resource Management —
Meets STCW 2010 Leadership & Management gap closing requirements

5 days

29 October

18 February

Advanced Shiphandling for Masters — (No equivalency) Must have sailed as
Chief Mate Unlimited

5 days

26 November

17 December

25 March

6 May

Advanced Shiphandling for 3rd Mates — 60 days seatime equiv. for 3rd
Mates

10 days

5 November

7 January

11 February

Advanced & Emergency Shiphandling — First Class Pilots, Great Lakes

5 days

4 February

Basic Meteorology

5 days

14 January

Basic Celestial — OICNW

10 days

25 February

Dynamic Positioning — Induction (Basic)

5 days

29 October

28 January

13 May

Dynamic Positioning — Simulator (Advanced)

5 days

1 April

Dynamic Positioning — Revalidation

5 days

3 December

25 February

Navigational Watchkeeping Standardization & Assessment Program

5 days

15, 29 October

12 November

TOAR (Towing Officer Assessment Record) — Third Mate (Unlimited or Great
Lakes) or 1600T Master License required AND OICNW required

5 days

25 February

1 April

Tug Training — ASD Assist (Azimuthing Stern Drive)

5 days

10 December

Radar Courses
18 February

13, 14, 15, 27,
28 March

4 March

1 April

13 May

11 March

20 May

Deck Courses
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Deck Upgrade — STCW 2010 — Management Level (NVIC 10-14) — If sea service or training towards management level (Chief Mate/Master) upgrade started ON OR AFTER 24 March 2014 you
must adhere to this new program of training. Completion of both required and optional courses listed below will include all Task Assessments required by NVIC 10-14, providing ECDIS, GMDSS and ARPA have been previously completed.
Upgrade: Shiphandling at the Management Level

10 days

15 October

3 December

7, 21 January

22 April

Upgrade: Advanced Meteorology — Requires after-hours homework

5 days

15 October

21 January

4 February

6 May

Advanced Stability

5 Days

22 October

7 January

4 March

13 May

Search & Rescue

2 days

29 October

1 November

11 February

15 April

Management of Medical Care

1/2 day

31 October

13 February

17 April

Leadership & Management

5 Days

5 November

28 January

20 May

Advanced Cargo — Optional for task sign-off

5 Days

12 November

18 February

Marine Propulsion Plants — Optional for task sign-off

5 Days

10 December

4 March

Advanced Celestial — Optional for task sign-off

5 Days

26 November

11 March

Advanced Navigation — Optional for task sign-off

5 days

3 December

25 February

Basic Electricity

10 days

22 April

Diesel Crossover

4 weeks

Please call

Gas Turbine Endorsement

10 days

5 November

11 March

High Voltage Safety Course (Classroom)

3 days

22 October

13 May

Hydraulics / Pneumatics

5 days

1 April

Machine Shop

10 days

22 October

25 February

29 April

Programmable Logic Controllers (PLCs)

5 days

30 October

4 February

6 May

Refrigeration (Operational Level)

5 days

11 February

18 March

Refrigeration (Management Level) Universal Refrigeration Recovery
certificate required. Please attach copy with registration.

5 days

25 March

Steam Endorsement

4 weeks

28 January

Controls and Instrumentation

10 days

Please call

Welding & Metallurgy Skills & Practices — Open to eligible Chief Mates and
Masters on a space available basis. Interested participants should apply
online and will be confirmed 2 weeks prior to start date.

2 weeks

3 December

Engineering Courses

29 April

25 February

6 May

Engine Upgrade — STCW 2010 — Management Level (NVIC 15-14) — If sea service or training towards management level (1A/E-Chief Eng.) upgrade started ON OR AFTER 24 March 2014, you must
adhere to this new program of training. Completion of both required and optional courses listed below will include all Task Assessments required by NVIC 15-14. By completing the series, no expiration limitation will be
placed on your STCW credential. See STAR Center’s website for full details: https://www.star-center.com/stcw2010-engine.upgrade.html
Leadership & Managerial Skills (G500 as amended) —
REQUIRED

5 days

5 November

28 January

ERM (E050 as amended) — REQUIRED (unless previously taken
for gap closing or original license)

5 days

22 October

4 February

Upgrade: Electrical, Electronics & Control Engineering
(Management Level) (E133 as amended) (UPGRADE with tasks)
Required unless previously taken for gap closing or original license

5 days

21 January

13 May

STCW Upgrade Task Assessment — General: This class is
required by all propulsion types (Motor, Gas and Steam)
Licensed engineers — OPTIONAL: Tasks can be signed off
onboard

5 days

11 February

STCW Upgrade Task Assessment — Steam (E121 as amended) —
OPTIONAL: Tasks can be signed off onboard

5 days

5 November

25 February

STCW Upgrade Task Assessment — Gas Turbine (E122 as
amended) — OPTIONAL: Tasks can be signed off onboard

5 days

29 October

4 March

Basic CBR Defense

1 day

26 October

6, 14 Dec

25 January

22 March

16 May

Damage Control

1 day

25 October

5, 13 Dec

24 January

21 March

15 May

Heat Stress Afloat / Hearing Conservation Afloat

1 day

Please call

Helicopter Fire Fighting

1 day

29 October

4, 17 Dec

23 January

20 March

12 April

14 May

Marine Environmental Programs (with CBRD)

1/2 day

26 October

6, 14 Dec

25 January

16 May

Marine Sanitation Devices / Water Sanitation Afloat

1/2 day

27 November

19 March

MSC Readiness Refresher — Must have completed full CBRD & DC once in
career

2 days

3 December

22 January

MSC Watchstander — BASIC — Once in career, SST grads grandfathered

2 days

5 November

MSC Watchstander — ADVANCED — Required for all SRF members

1 day

19 October

1, 5, 15 Feb

1, 15, 29 March

5, 9, 26 April

3, 24 May

MSC Ship Reaction Force — Required every three years for SRF members

3 days

7 November

Small Arms — Initial & Sustainment (Refresher) Training — Open to
members & applicants eligible for employment through AMO (w/in 1 year) or
MSC on MARAD contracted vessels.

4 days

15, 29 October

11, 25 Feb

11, 25 March

1, 22, 29 April

20 May

20 May

MSC Training Program

2, 6, 30 Nov

13, 26 Nov

19 March
4 February

8 April

14 December

18 January

6 February

10 April

10 Dec

14, 26 Jan

Self-Study, CDs and Online Courses
Anti-Terrorism Level 1

Online

DOT Hazardous Materials Transportation Training

Self Study

EPA Universal Refrigerant Certification Examination

Self Study

Qualified Assessor
Vessel General Permit — EPA

Online
On Campus in conjunction with other classes

NOTICE: AMO members planning to attend STAR Center in Dania Beach, Florida — either to prepare for license upgrading or to undergo specialty training—are asked to call the school to confirm course schedule and space
availability in advance.
NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY AS TO STUDENTS: The Simulation, Training, Assessment and Research Center (STAR), established under the auspices of the American Maritime Officers Safety and Education Plan,
admit students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin or sex to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the Center. It does not discriminate on the basis of
race, color, national or ethnic origin or sex in administration of its educational policies, admission policies and other programs administered by the Center.
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DIRECTORY
AMO NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
DANIA BEACH, FL 33004-4109
601 S. Federal Highway
(954) 921-2221 / (800) 362-0513
Paul Doell, National President
pauldoell51@yahoo.com
Extension 1001
Mobile: (954) 881-5651
FAX: (954) 926-5112
Charles A. Murdock, National Secretary-Treasurer
cmurdock@amo-union.org
Extension 1004 / Mobile: (954) 531-9977 / FAX: (954) 367-1025
Joseph Z. Gremelsbacker, National Vice President, Deep Sea
jgremelsbacker@amo-union.org
Extension 1009 / Mobile: (954) 673-0680 / FAX: (954) 367-1029
Todd Christensen, East Coast Representative
tchristensen@amo-union.org / Mobile: (561) 806-3768
Marie Doruth, Executive Assistant to the National President
mdoruth@amo-union.org
Extension 1017 / Mobile: (954) 290-8109
FAX: (954) 926-5112
Dispatch: (800) 345-3410 / FAX: (954) 926-5126
Brendan Keller, Dispatcher (bkeller@amo-union.org)
Extension 1061 / Mobile: (954) 817-4000
Robert Anderson, Dispatcher (randerson@amo-union.org)
Extension 1060 / Mobile: (954) 599-9771
Member Services:
(800) 362-0513 Extension 1050 / FAX: (954) 367-1066
memberservices@amo-union.org

OFFICES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024
490 L’Enfant Plaza East SW, Suite 7204
(202) 479-1166 / (800) 362-0513 ext. 7001
Paul Doell, National President
pauldoell51@yahoo.com
Extension 7004 / Mobile: (954) 881-5651
J. Michael Murphy, National Vice President, Government Relations
mmurphy@amo-union.org / mikemurphy68@aol.com
Extension 7013 / Mobile: (202) 560-6889
T. Christian Spain, National Assistant Vice President, Government Relations
cspain@amo-union.org
Extension 7010 / Mobile: (202) 658-8887
FAX: (202) 479-1188
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19113
1 International Plaza, Suite 550
Chris Holmes, Contract Analyst (cholmes@amo-union.org)
(800) 362-0513 ext. 4002 / Mobile: (856) 693-0694
UPDATE CREDENTIALS, DOCUMENTS, TRAINING RECORDS
Secure File Upload: https://securetransfer.amo-union.org/
E-mail: memberservices@amo-union.org
Questions: (800) 362-0513 ext. 1050

AMO PLANS CONTACT INFORMATION
AMO Plans normal business hours are Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. EST.
Phone: (800) 348-6515
To request a connection with a specific person, dial “0” for the operator.
Medical Customer Service: extension 12
Retirement Services (Pension, 401(k), MPB, and DC): extension 14
Vacation: extension 15
FAX — Retirement Services: (954) 922-7539
FAX — Medical Plan: (954) 920-9482
FAX — Vacation Plan: (954) 926-7274
E-mail — Medical Plan: amomedical@amoplans.com
E-mail — Vacation Plan: amovacation@amoplans.com
E-mail — 401(k) Plan: amo401k@amoplans.com
E-mail — Retirement Services: amopension@amoplans.com
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TOLEDO, OH 43604
One Maritime Plaza
Third Floor
FAX: (419) 255-2350
John E. Clemons, National Vice President, Great Lakes
johnclemons@amo-union.org
(800) 362-0513 ext. 6003 / Mobile: (419) 205-3509
Brian D. Krus, Senior National Assistant Vice President
bkrus@amo-union.org
(800) 362-0513 ext. 6007 / Mobile: (216) 571-9666
Michelle Moffitt, Dispatcher (mmoffitt@amo-union.org)
(800) 362-0513 ext. 6005 / Mobile: (419) 481-3470
GALVESTON, TX 77551
2724 61st Street, Suite B, PMB 192
David M. Weathers, National Vice President, Inland Waters
dweathers@amo-union.org
(800) 362-0513 ext. 2001 / Mobile: (409) 996-7362
FAX: (409) 737-4454
SAN FRANCISCO / OAKLAND, CA 94607
1121 7th Street, Second Floor
Oakland, CA 94607
FAX: (954) 367-1064
Daniel E. Shea, National Executive Vice President (dshea@amo-union.org)
Mobile: (415) 269-5795 / (800) 362-0513 ext. 5001
William Barrere, West Coast Representative (wbarrere@amo-union.org)
Mobile: (415) 654-2671
NEW ORLEANS / COVINGTON, LA 70434
P.O. Box 5424
Covington, LA 70434
Daniel J. Robichaux, National Assistant Vice President (drobichaux@amo-union.org)
(954) 367-1036 / Mobile: (985) 201-5462 / FAX: (954) 367-1062

STAR CENTER
STUDENT SERVICES/LODGING AND COURSE INFORMATION		
2 West Dixie Highway / Dania Beach, FL 33004-4312
(954) 920-3222ext. 201 / (800) 942-3220 ext. 201
Course Attendance Confirmation: (800) 942-3220 ext. 200
24 Hours: (954) 920-3222 ext.7999 / FAX: (954) 920-3140

SERVICES
FINANCIAL ADVISERS: THE ATLANTIC GROUP AT MORGAN STANLEY
(800) 975-7061 / www.morganstanleyfa.com/theatlanticgroup
MEDICAL CLINIC
2 West Dixie Highway
Dania Beach, FL 33004-4312
(954) 927-5213

AMO PLANS
2 West Dixie Highway
Dania Beach, FL 33004-4312
(800) 348-6515 / FAX: (954) 922-7539

AMO Coast Guard Legal Aid Program
Michael Reny
Mobile: (419) 346-1485
(419) 243-1105
(888) 853-4662
MikeReny@BEX.NET
FAX: (954) 929-1415

General Counsel
Glanstein LLP
711 Third Ave., 17th Floor
New York, NY 10017
(212) 370-5100
(954) 662-9407
FAX: (212) 697-6299

MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Regular monthly membership meetings for American Maritime Officers
will be held during the week following the first Sunday of every month at
1 p.m. local time.
Meetings will be held on Monday at AMO National Headquarters (on
Tuesday when Monday is a contract holiday).
The next meetings will take place on the following dates:

November 5
December 3
January 7
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AMO member attends meetings of
union’s National Executive Board,
AMO Plans Board of Trustees

Captain Jason McElhaney in September attended and observed the meetings of the American Maritime Officers National Executive Board and AMO Plans Board of Trustees at AMO
National Headquarters in Dania Beach, Fla. With him is AMO West Coast Representative
Willie Barrere.

11

AMO aboard the Burns Harbor

Members of American Maritime Officers working aboard the Jones Act freighter
M/V Burns Harbor on the Great Lakes as the ship loaded iron ore in Superior, Wis.
on July 11 included Chief Engineer Kevin Olson (left) and Third Mate Matt McNally
(right). AMO represents all licensed officers aboard the American Steamship
Company vessel.

USCG: Merchant Mariner Credential application package submission guidelines
The following article was released by the U.S. Coast Guard’s National Maritime Center.
Guidance is posted on the National Maritime Center (NMC) website to help mariners
submit a complete and accurate Merchant Mariner Credential (MMC) application package.
These guidance documents are intended to aid mariner applicants in properly completing
the CG-719B Application for MMC and the Evidence of Sea Service forms. To ensure mariners
receive credentials within the NMC-stated processing goal of 30 days, proper submission of
this documentation is essential.
Two guides are currently available to assist mariner applicants in submitting
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application packages:
•How to Fill Out the CG-719B Form, which can be found by clicking on the Forms link,
located on the NMC homepage at http://www.uscg.mil/nmc
•Sea Service Instructions, which can be found by clicking on the MMC Evaluation link,
located on the NMC homepage at http://www.uscg.mil/nmc
If you have any questions or concerns, visit the NMC website (www.uscg.mil/nmc) or
contact the NMC Customer Service Center by e-mail to IASKNMC@uscg.mil, by using the NMC
online chat system (https://tinyurl.com/yb9b8t6l), or by calling 1-888-IASKNMC (427-5662).
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USNS PFC Eugene A. Obregon serves in Trident Sun 2018

U.S. Navy photo by Chief Mass Communication Specialist William S. Parker

U.S. Navy photo by Brian Suriani

Sailors, attached to Navy Beach Group TWO, in conjunction with the USNS PFC Eugene A. Obregon (T-AK 3006), the 11th Transportation Battalion and Navy Cargo Handling Battalion ONE,
man a Roll-On/Roll-Off Discharge Facility (RDDF) while conducting lighterage operations during a distinguished visitor demonstration as part of Exercise Trident Sun 2018, July 25.
The following article by Seaman Jacob Vermeulen, Amphibious Construction Battalion
Two, was published in the September edition
of Sealift, the official publication of Military
Sealift Command. The USNS Obregon is
operated for MSC by Crowley Liner Services
and is manned in all licensed positions by
American Maritime Officers.
Naval Beach Group Two, in conjunction with the Army’s 11th Transportation
Battalion, and component commands

recently completed exercise Trident Sun
‘18, in preparation for Operation Trident
Juncture ‘18 this fall.
During Trident Sun ‘18, Navy Support
Element (NSE) personnel conducted Maritime Prepositioning Force (MPF) operations
to provide training for reserve component
personnel to instream and offload military
vehicles and equipment from the Military
Sealift Command’s (MSC) container and
roll-on/roll-off ship USNS PFC Eugene A.

Obregon (T-AK 3006).
MSC’s surge ships, such as Obregon, strategically place ready-to-deploy
military equipment and supplies around
the world in support of the U.S. Army,
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps and the
Defense Logistics Agency during a major
theater war, a humanitarian operation or
other contingency.
Sailors from NBG2 successfully
offloaded more than 60 pieces of essen-

tial cargo onto Improved Navy Lighterage
System (INLS) Causeway Ferries with the
Roll-On/Roll-Off Discharge Facility (RRDF)
platform and shipboard cranes to load
cargo directly from ship to ferry.
NBG2 is able to expedite the
process of offloading equipment by
using both techniques, ensuring the
maximum amount of warfighting supplies and equipment reaches forces as
quickly as possible.

AMO aboard the Maersk Michigan
At right: Members of American Maritime Officers working aboard the M/T
Maersk Michigan in September included Captain Thua Pham and Chief Engineer
Raymond Halsted.
Below left: Members of American Maritime Officers working aboard the M/T
Maersk Michigan in September included Second Assistant Engineer Theodore
Elmendorf, Chief Engineer Raymond Halsted, First A.E. Marc Salerno and Third
A.E. Marijan Strk. With them is Engine Cadet Rhyne Whitley (left).
Below right: Members of American Maritime Officers working aboard the M/T
Maersk Michigan in September included Chief Mate Karen Laycock, Second
Mate William Harris, Captain Thua Pham and Third Mate Joseph Severson.
With them is Deck Cadet John Gallagher (left).
Photos courtesy of Captain Thua Pham
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